Adrian C. Louis
April 24, 1946 - September 9, 2018

Adrian Louis, age 72, of Marshall, Minnesota, died on Sunday, September 9, 2018, at the
Avera Marshall Regional Medical Center in Marshall.
No services in Minnesota are planned at this time, but please leave a note or memory for
the family in our digital guestbook. Blessed be his memory.
https://adrian-c-louis.com/
https://www.facebook.com/611931433/posts/10155634059216434
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Oak Lake Tribal Writers' Society (PO Box
5057, Brookings, SD 57006-5057). Link: https://olws.squarespace.com/
Thank You.

Comments

“

The only fan letter I ever wrote was to Adrian. I was so struck by his writing; his
poetry. His ability to evoke emotions through a simple turn of a phrase, or well-timed
used of a word awed me. So I sent an email to Adrian, and spoke to him of how
much his writing touched me. I was stunned a week later to receive an email from
Adrian. What followed was a long written friendship with my “pen pal”.
So, i thank you, Adrian, not only for your poetry and stories, but for your kind words
and shared laughter with a relative stranger.
I remain in awe of your talent. I remain is awe of you. You will always remain my
literary hero.
Ruby

Ruby Russoniello-Damaskos - November 25 at 10:30 AM

“

I am just learning of his death now. Oh how sad I am. I love his work. I only
discovered his work 2 years ago...it shook me. I am sad I did not have the
opportunity to hear him read in person and meet him. What a great American
Poet...May your journey on be filled with the pleasures and truths you brought
others....May you rest in peace and be remembered with love.
S Stephanie, New Hampshire

S Stephanie - November 03 at 11:12 PM

“

Adrian's work will stand the test of time.
Mark Turcotte

Mark Turcotte - October 09 at 10:07 AM

“

Ah, man. I just read the news online. Breaks my fucking heart. You were my favorite
Native writer around, man. The BEST. I never got to send you my manuscript. In
tears right now on the north side of Gallup. You were my hero and always will be.
FEARLESS writer, just like how I want my writing to be. Godspeed on your next
journey...it's going to be a while before I can shake this one off. :'(
-Ma'ii

Rick Abasta - September 23 at 09:31 PM

“

to drink a beer and tell a story. I used a guitar and he used a pen. he said he was
going to make me famous and I asked how. that's you in "Skins", I read the book but
still don't see me. I guess he seen me different in a another light. I'll sing a song for
my friend/brother and wait to see you where there will be no white men. RIP Adrian

Jake Bell - September 17 at 11:41 PM

“

Chub, may you be resting peacefully in the loving embrace of our mothers.
Cousin Jo Ann

jo ann graham - September 13 at 05:25 PM

“

Adrian and I taught at Oglala Lakota College, 1988-89. He was the one who showed
me around Pine Ridge.

Ho Anumpoli - September 13 at 04:51 PM

“

A great poet, Adrian was supportive and kind to lesser talents. His poems spoke with
love and heartbreak for America... spoke against loss, greed, unfairness, and his
poems spoke of and for love, possibility, and dreams. It was a great honor to have a
back cover blurb from Adrian for my two recent poetry collections. Adrian C, Louis
always demonstrated courage, good will, generosity of spirit, and... and we are a
lonesome nation without his voice, his poems, reminding us who we might become if
we could become something better and noble.
-- Red Shuttleworth

Red Shuttleworth - September 13 at 12:38 AM

“

I never met Adrian but at the suggestion of a friend and teacher read his book
"Ceremonies of the Damned" for the first time about six years ago this fall. Since
then, I've passed that book on to many and read as much of his writing as I could
find. I'm thinking of his family and friends and those who knew him and will feel this
loss the most. He will be missed by many, I am sure, and I will do all I can to continue
to keep his spirit alive through sharing his writing.
- Grady Chambers

Grady Chambers - September 12 at 09:19 PM

“

I worked with Adrian at the Talking Leaf newspaper in Los Angeles back in the
1980's. I cherish the memories I have of those times. He was so generous and a
very talented writer. Always open for teasing and joking, he had a great sense of
humor, he was one of the best "bosses" I ever had. RIP mentor, friend and teacher,
Adrian!

Ruth Denny - September 12 at 02:39 PM

“

Adrian was my friend and a mentor. He encouraged me to write and I will take that to
heart. Miigwech, Adrian C. Louis. You made a difference.

Arne Vainio - September 12 at 08:21 AM

“

I remember when Tim Giago and myself picked up Adrian at the Rapid City airport.
He was a fun guy. I worked with him for two years, so I got to know him well. I
wanted to visit him last year, but didn't have the money. RIP Adrian.

Thom Moon - September 11 at 11:19 PM

“

May Adrian’s soul Rest In Peace! Condolences to his family!

leona Brewer Stabler - September 11 at 11:01 PM

