Elaine Beverly Hamner
March 22, 1936 - June 8, 2020

Elaine Hamner, age 84, of Marshall, Minnesota, died on Monday, June 8, 2020, at
Heritage Lane in Marshall. Private Family Funeral Services will be Friday, June 12, 2020,
at the Hamilton Funeral Home in Marshall. Interment will be in the Marshall Cemetery,
Marshall, Minnesota. Future events for celebrating Elaine will be finalized once the current
gathering limitations are lifted. A public visitation, open to the public, will be held later date, time, and location yet to be determined. Please watch for future announcements.
Elaine Beverly (Berre) Hamner was born on March 22, 1936 in Clarkfield, Minnesota, to
Eveard and Beatrice (Severson) Berre. Elaine moved with her family to Marshall early in
life. She was confirmed at First Lutheran Church in Marshall and graduated from Marshall
High School with the class of 1954.
Elaine was united in marriage to Carl A. Hamner on May 20, 1955, at First Lutheran
Church in Marshall. The couple made their home in Marshall, Minnesota. Elaine worked at
the Social Security Office, the Lyon County Probation Office, and the State of Minnesota
Department of Corrections. After nearly 40 years, she retired in August 1999.
Elaine was a talented artist spending time painting, doing ceramics, needlepoint, cross
stitch, crocheting and especially knitting. Many family members and friends have items
knitted by Elaine. She was a passionate person and had a genuine appreciation for gifts
and kind actions sent her way. Her other enjoyments included fishing, visiting with friends,
going to rummage sales, and time spent with family. She especially enjoyed being with her
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Elaine Hamner died on June 8, 2020, in Marshall, Minnesota, at the age of 84 years, 2
months, and 17 days. Blessed be her memory.
She is survived by her three children, Steve (Janet) Hamner of Marshall, Karen (Paul)
Geihl of Cottonwood, and Beth (Arlen) Gorden of Marshall; grandchildren, Aaric (Cheryl)
Geihl of Marshall and Courtney (Lucas) Voorhees of Cottonwood; great-grandchildren,

Ben, Sam, Stella; as well as many cousins and friends.
Elaine is preceded in death by her parents, Eveard and Beatrice Berre; husband, Carl;
and her, brother John Berre.

Events
JUN
27

Memorial Gathering of Family and Friends02:00PM - 04:00PM
Home of Paul and Karen Geihl
105 Lake Street, Cottonwood, MN, US, 56229

Comments

“

I remember Elaine as smiling whenever I saw her. I worked at the Lyon County LEC,
and she was over in Probation, and if I called her about clients, she would answer,
"Probation!", and I would respond, "Detention!!" She was the Super Typist of outstate
Minnesota, using lots of ribbons in her typewriter! May her Family have many more
happy memories, and be given peace from God.
Wes Jenson

Wes Jenson - June 27 at 11:57 AM

“

Barb Dale purchased the Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All Red for the family of
Elaine Beverly Hamner.

Barb Dale - June 23 at 08:50 PM

“

Karen and family, I'm so so sorry to read that your mom passed. She was always so
fun and full of life. she will be missed by many

Deb Beebout - June 23 at 05:00 PM

“

4 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bonnie Heinecke - July 11, 2020 at 08:53 PM

“

My heart goes out to you. Elaine and my mom were best buds growing up,
‘inseparable’ as my uncle Lou says. My mother is Elaine Gubrud / Grow / Heinecke /
Gamec. They continued that friendship until mom passed away. Mom passed away
July 2, 2019. I’m sure mom was right there along with others to greet Elaine Hamner.
Mom is in a couple pictures that have been uploaded here. I’ll look around for some
others to add. Mom visited Elaine every time she drove out that way and made the
rounds. The last visit was after mom was no longer able to drive and I was her
chauffeur. When Tara and I looked through the scrap books Elaine and Elaine
pictures and memories were all over that book of memories. I remember Elaine as a
boisterous, fun loving person full of stories. I’m so sorry for your loss.......

Bonnie Heinecke - July 11, 2020 at 08:41 PM

“

“

Thank you so much Bonnie. Beth Hamner Gorden
Beth Hamner Gorden - July 26, 2020 at 03:14 AM

Bonnie Heinecke lit a candle in memory of Elaine Beverly Hamner

Bonnie Heinecke - July 11, 2020 at 08:31 PM

“

85 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hamilton Funeral Home - June 11, 2020 at 06:26 PM

“

Bob Sinave purchased the Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White for the
family of Elaine Beverly Hamner.

Bob Sinave - June 11, 2020 at 05:21 PM

“

Steve, Karen and Beth I am so sorry to read about your mother's passing. It has
been many years since I visited the family that lived on South 4th Street. I will always
remember your mom's glorified rice, Sunday night's homemade pizza, and her
canned response when any of you would question her reason for a decision or
asking you to do something "because I'm the mom" and her infectious laugh. All
great memories that I will always cherish. My thoughts and prayers are with you all.
John Compton
Owatonna, MN

John Compton - June 09, 2020 at 08:19 PM

“

I am so very sorry for your loss. I am deeply saddened to hear this news. Your mom was a
surrogate mother to me when in high school.
Loving thoughts,
Kris Obler
Kris Obler - June 12, 2020 at 11:12 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. She was such a special lady. I spent many hours sitting and
having coffee with her. She knitted and did cross stitch and painted and was so
creative.She was such a positive person and fun to be with.Great lady!

Barb Ohlemann - June 09, 2020 at 06:21 AM

“

Steve, Karen, Beth, and family My eyes well up as I remember growing up in Marshall's best neighborhood. One of
the best places to hang out was right next door on the Hamner porch. Elaine and her
coffee pot were usually there, often accompanied by other neighbor ladies; moms
like her. Together, they actually raised several families. Sometimes you could catch
Elaine teaching Campfire Girls a craft, such as tie dye or string art, or maybe even
showing kids how to Lindy! And, each year we looked forward to the first Christmas
card of the year. Without fail, Elaine's card, with its matching hand decorated
envelope, would arrive before any other.
The teachings of our church have us believe there is a life beyond this one. My hope
is Elaine is reunited with all of her old friends and loved ones in a most peaceful
place.

Jay Sletten - June 08, 2020 at 07:56 PM

“

Am so sorry to hear about Elaine. I had the privilege of working with Elaine in
Probation and what a kind, happy, compassionate women she was! Always making
the best of any situation and her beautifully decorated envelopes- they would make
whoever received them smile! Her best advice to me I think was when she told me
"There's nothing that can't be fixed" Within 5 minutes of meeting someone new, she
figured out who your parents and grandparents were and how you fit into a family! A
rare treasured friend. A lot of her conversations were of her kids and grandkids and
of course, when the greats came along, she was over the moon. She loved you all so
much. She will be missed!!
With deepest sympathy!
Lorrie Verstraete

Lorrie Verstraete - June 08, 2020 at 07:32 PM

“

Elaine was a very special Lady. Always a smile and had time to visit. She will be greatly
missed. Marion Wiering
Marion Wiering - June 08, 2020 at 07:39 PM

“

I worked with Elaine in the Department of Corrections Office in Marshall for 15 years,
commencing in 1974. For much of that time, Elaine was the sole support person for a multiagent office from different agencies with and sometimes bizarre expectations. Elaine was
an talented typist with unrivaled speed. More importantly, she was an exceptional
conversationalist and routinely eased the understandable discomfort of those visiting a
correctional office. I recall probationers, parolees, and their families stopping by the office
to visit Elaine after their sentences were completed, and Elaine was the sole reason for
their visits. Those occurrences reflect very positively on Elaine.
Elaine was a talented artist and commonly decorated envelopes leaving our office with
seasonal or other pictures she hurriedly and skillfully drew. These depictions contrasted
with the staid contents of corrections communications and drew appreciation from many,
even the records office of the Department of Corrections..
Elaine was a progressive person with concern for the disadvantaged, appreciation for those
who assisted them, and an admirable intolerance for arrogance and hypocrisy.
Elaine became a valued friend of my family and me, and although I moved on in 1989 we
remained in contact over the years. Kathy and I, our two children, their spouses, and all five
grandchildren have cherished Christmas stockings knit by Elaine with the name of each
depicted, even the grandchild with a name of a length that challenged Elaine and required
her to depart substantially from her normal method.
Elaine's volunteer efforts, her cheerfulness, and engaging personality contributed
significantly to the betterment of her community. She was special and is remembered
fondly.
Andy Doom
Andy Doom - June 08, 2020 at 08:21 PM

“

Steve, Karen, Beth and families,
We were so sorry to hear about your mom's passing.
Elaine knew everyone in the courthouse and their families, plus all of the people in Marshall
and the surrounding towns!!
She was such a bright light in the community! She always had a smile on her face and lots
of love in her heart!
Prayers and hugs to all of you!!
John and Vicki Volker and family
Vicki - June 09, 2020 at 09:55 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Elaine's family. I enjoyed visiting with her at Heritage, she always had
a smile on her face for me.
Brad Klukas
Brad Klukas - June 10, 2020 at 11:46 AM

“

I have many good memories of cousin Elaine. We appreciated her art on Christmas cards
and her fun and good visiting.
Norma - June 11, 2020 at 11:03 PM

“

Sure miss Elaine! She was a fun co-worker and had many sayings that we would call
“Elaine-ism’s”. One of my favorites is “got to have a system. If you don’t have a system, you
have a circus. The Lord knows we have enough clowns around here!”
jan krogman - June 27 at 03:11 PM

