Isaac Immanuel Smith
November 18, 1996 - December 21, 2019

Isaac Immanuel Smith, age 23, of Sioux Falls, South Dakota (formerly of Marshall, MN
and Beresford, SD), following a long struggle with depression, died by suicide on
Saturday, December 21, 2019. Funeral services are 3:00 p.m. Saturday, December 28,
2019 at Swan Lake Evangelical Free Church in Cottonwood, Minnesota, with Pastor
James Allen officiating. Visitation will be held from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. Friday, December 27
at Hamilton Funeral Home in Marshall, Minnesota. Visitation will continue one hour prior to
the service on Saturday, from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m., at the church in Cottonwood.
Isaac Immanuel Smith was born on November 18, 1996 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He
was dedicated to God by his parents on February 23, 1997. Isaac made a public
profession of his faith and was baptized in January of 2007 at the First Baptist Church in
Parker, South Dakota. Isaac grew up in Beresford, South Dakota, a place he always
considered home, until the family moved to Marshall, Minnesota, in 2011. He graduated
with honors from Marshall High School in 2015. In 2018, Isaac received an Associate
Degree from the University of South Dakota and he was recently employed at Black Hills
Federal Credit Union in Sioux Falls as a Personal Financial Associate. Isaac loved the
outdoors, riding his motorcycle, building computers, and playing video games with his
friends.
He is survived by his parents, Dominic and Kristin Smith; brothers, Gabriel and Elijah;
sister, Karlena, all of Marshall; paternal grandparents, Robert and Rebecca Smith of
Parker, South Dakota; maternal grandparents, Darrel and Kathy Johnson of Sioux Falls,
South Dakota; great-grandmother, Elizabeth Johnson; aunts, uncles, cousins, many other
relatives and friends.
We believe it is important to be candid with the nature of his death - in that he took his
own life, and that he struggled with depression and mental illness for several years. We
are proud of our son and love him very much. This is a terrible tragedy. We would like
people to know that he was sick. We think he believed the lie that there is no hope from
our broken condition. Our spirits long for something more than this world and the people in

it can give. We know that longing is for God. We know that Satan has polluted the world
with lies which distract us from God’s loving grace and mercy. We know Jesus died for us
all, including Isaac. We trust that God has this situation too, in His control. Praise be to
God for the time we had with Isaac. Faith is real when it is tested. We are called to rely on
Him even when we cannot see the truth and do not understand the reason for our
circumstances. Please pray for our family as we learn to live our lives without Isaac being
with us. He will be dearly missed.
We are broken-hearted but want our loss to possibly help someone else who might be
hurting. If you are struggling with depression or anxiety and hopelessness – your life
matters. Please reach out for help you don’t have to struggle alone! If you or someone you
know needs help, call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK (8255).
You can also text a crisis counselor by messaging 741741.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Avera Medical Group Behavior Health
Services. Thank you.

Events
DEC
27

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

DEC
28

Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Swan Lake Evangelical Free Church
300 East 4th St. South, Cottonwood, MN, US, 56229

DEC
28

Funeral Service

03:00PM

Swan Lake Evangelical Free Church
300 East 4th St. South, Cottonwood, MN, US, 56229

Comments

“

So sorry to hear this about Isaac. I loved have Isaac in Preschool and daycare after
school. He was a fun kid. Prayers to family and friends.
Krissy

Krissy Kjose - January 02 at 02:45 PM

“

So very sorry to hear this. I always loved taking and playing games with Isaac while
he was in daycare! Thoughts and prayers to you all..

Kristi - January 02 at 02:40 PM

“

Kristin and Dominic--I was so sad when I read Isaac's obituary. The photo that was
posted drew me to read the obituary, as he is definitely a combination of the two of
you. Some things we cannot understand here on earth, but will get an answer
someday from the Lord. I have been praying for your entire family, and will continue
to do so. Words cannot help, but know that you have family and friends who are
there for you. God Bless you.

Faye Lee - December 30, 2019 at 11:21 AM

“

Dominic and Kristin,
I read with sadness the obituary for your son, Immanuel. I am so sorry for your loss
and can't imagine the grief of saying goodbye to a child. I do hope the Lord can use
this tragedy for good and alert other families to the issues of depression and prompt
them to seek help like they would with any other illness. I have been thinking about
you and you are in my thoughts and prayers as you grapple with this loss and the
challenge to your faith in God's love and eternal goodness.
Yours in Christ
Erik Hamilton

Erik Hamilton - December 29, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

To Dominic & Kristin Smith and family and all of Isaac's friends,
We never met Isaac and didn't know Isaac or your family but we read his obituary in
the Argus Leader on Friday. But we, too, personally know about and have
experienced the heartache and pain of a family member's loss to suicide.

First, you're not alone. There are countless families affected by these tragedies and
our hearts grieve with yours on your loss - more than there should be and too many
to count.
And second, you are courageous and were correct to publish Isaac's obituary
explaining his battle with mental illness and depression that led to the loss of his life.
We support you for this and you are commended for the courage it took to say what
you did. You have helped lift the burden of the stigma of mental illness just another
notch higher off of the sarcophagus of gossip and shame that for years muffled the
voices of those suffering from this type of loss. Now all of Isaac's family and all his
friends will have understood what Isaac was struggling with a bit better and will
undoubtedly now become active voices for help and treatment for those who suffer
what Isaac must have been suffering with. And the chorus of voices crying for help
and change will continue to grow louder and louder with time until all who are
desperately suffering from this condition begin to know it is OK to ask for help and
there is treatment - and things can and will look bright again.
Our grief is real for your loss - as it is for all mothers and fathers, brothers & sisters,
grandparents, and friends of those beautiful sons and daughters who succumb to
this horrible malady. Please be comforted to know that others are weeping with you
and care about you and pray for Isaac. May he rest in peace . . . and may you be
comforted by the love and caring thoughts of those who have lived through similar
losses.
May God grant you strength and peace in the weeks and months ahead.
Dr. Tom & Kris Ivey
Sioux Falls, SD
Thomas & Kris Ivey - December 28, 2019 at 08:48 PM

“

You have our deepest sympathy. So hard to understand-just know God has His plan.
Thoughts and Prayers.

Lyle and Carol Driemeyer - December 28, 2019 at 02:04 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of your loss. I cried reading his story. My family experienced
suicide and it's such a struggle to understand. Issac sounds like a wonderful person
and God saw his struggle and called him home. May your hearts heal.
Paula Petersen-Giles

Paula Petersen-Giles - December 28, 2019 at 12:33 PM

“

Danelle Johnson lit a candle in memory of Isaac Immanuel Smith

Danelle Johnson - December 27, 2019 at 10:33 PM

“

153 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hamilton Funeral Home - December 27, 2019 at 01:17 PM

“

What an amazing obituary. Isaac sounds like the kind of son and brother any family
would love. We have experienced suicide in our family too. It was a brave and
powerful obituary that will no doubt touch many lives. I am so sorry for your loss. My
prayers will be for your family during this very difficult time.
Toni Halverson

Toni Halverson - December 27, 2019 at 09:28 AM

“

What a tribute to a handsome young man lost to mental illness. God bless you all as
you grieve for Isaac. You are courageous and may that courage carry you through
these dark days of loss. May you all feel the Grace of God as prayers are shared to
ease your pain.
David W. Johnson-Watertown, SD

David W. Johnson - December 27, 2019 at 08:03 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Isaac’s passing. Praying for God to comfort you and your
family.

Randy & Nancy Vierstraete - December 27, 2019 at 12:13 AM

“

Deepest Deepest Sympathy, There are no right words to say, just know Isaac's
family, you are in our thoughts and Prayers. When someone you Love becomes a
Memory, the Memory becomes a Treasure.

Cindy Frensko - December 26, 2019 at 08:37 PM

“

Dominic and Kristin, words are hard to come by in a time like this. God Bless all of
you. Dan and Arlene Markell

Daniel Markell - December 26, 2019 at 04:17 PM

“

I remember Isaac well from an Honors British Literature class I taught at MHS in the
fall of 2014. My daughter was in the same class and I remember making jokes about
there being so many Smith's in the room. I also remember that Isaac often stayed
after class to discuss ideas and concepts he found interesting in the texts we were
reading together as a class. I remember being impressed that he was a such a
thoughtful young man.
May his family and friends be blessed with peace and find comfort in the many joys
of their memories of him.
Dan Smith
Marshall, MN

Dan Smith - December 26, 2019 at 03:29 PM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Isaac Immanuel Smith.

December 26, 2019 at 02:05 PM

“

My heart is heavy this morning as I learned of Isaac committing suicide. I was lucky
to have met him in person while on a work trip to Sioux Falls last spring. He was
such a wonderful soul. He would message me with different questions and had such
a passion to help anyone who needed it. I will miss his smile and fun loving spirit. I
am thankful to your family for being open and honest on such a painful death. I too
believe God has a plan for every one of us and that it is important to talk about
depression and suicide. Prayers to all Isaac's friends and family.

Wendy Allison - December 26, 2019 at 12:22 PM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Isaac Immanuel Smith.

December 26, 2019 at 10:48 AM

“

Cindy Potz lit a candle in memory of Isaac Immanuel Smith

Cindy Potz - December 26, 2019 at 10:11 AM

“

“

sending heartfelt sympathy in the loss of someone so young.
Cindy - December 26, 2019 at 10:12 AM

Dominic and Kristin,
My heart sank when I saw this. Words cannot express my sincere sorrow for your
loss. I pray that your many wonderful memories, combined with God's loving arms
wrapped around you, will bring some measure of comfort and peace. Julie DeCock

Julie DeCock - December 24, 2019 at 04:20 PM

“

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Isaac Immanuel
Smith.

December 24, 2019 at 02:02 PM

“

Thinking of you. Our prayers are with you during this sad time.

Shannon - December 23, 2019 at 10:42 PM

“

Sorry for your loss thoughts and prayers for your family. I remember working at HyVee with Isaac he was a very caring young man and very helpful

Teresa Buysse - December 23, 2019 at 09:14 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of the loss of your beautiful son. Much love and prayers for
all who love this beautiful soul.

Shannon Carrow - December 23, 2019 at 02:27 PM

“

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White was purchased for the family of
Isaac Immanuel Smith.

December 23, 2019 at 01:22 PM

“

Isaac, you always so caring when your folks needed you to pick Elijah and Karlena
from daycare. Always a pleasure to talk with you!! You left to soon, but now with
Jesus and your mind is free . You are already so terribly missed. Markel

Markel Evenson - December 23, 2019 at 01:01 PM

“

I am from the Rapid City BHFCU Branch. I did not know Isaac but had the pleasure
of meeting him when we drove to Sioux Falls to purchase my "Mom Van" which Isaac
& I joked about. He was a sweet man & seemed to be great employee. My sincerest
sympathy for your loss during the holidays. Prayers for his family & friends during this
difficult time! Mandy Tschetter

Mandy Tschetter - December 23, 2019 at 12:54 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Isaac's family and friends. I had the honor and privilege to
work with Isaac for a short time at Black Hills Federal Credit Union and Isaac was
always so kind, polite and caring. He would leave me little hand written notes
whenever I was sick or was having a bad day. Isaac, you have left us too early. The
world was a much better place when you were with us... you will be deeply missed. April Meyerink

April A Meyerink - December 23, 2019 at 12:51 PM

“

April - I love so much that he left notes for you. Hearing that about my son just makes me
so happy.
Kristin Smith - December 23, 2019 at 01:53 PM

“

Isaac was simply an amazing young man... thank you for raising such an outstanding
human being. I am so very lucky to have had him as a co-worker and friend.
April A Meyerink - December 23, 2019 at 02:31 PM

“

Dominic & Kristin, my heart just sank with this news. He left me notes too...like when I told
him to try Jersey Mikes...left a note saying how much he liked it. I'm so fortunate to say that
I got to work with him and know him. We will miss him greatly. Prayers to both of you and
your entire family. Eric Anderson
Eric - December 23, 2019 at 02:44 PM

“

Isaac was a spectacular young man, and I was privileged to know Him. I am so grateful for
the time we had with Isaac at BHFCU, as an employee and person. Our members loved
him, our staff thoroughly enjoyed working with him. He brought a cheerful and positive
attitude to work consistently that we all can strive to model after. Isaac was always quick to
help other staff members if they needed a question answered. He loved helping other
people, in any capacity that he could.
I will cherish my time spent here with Isaac, and I will miss him dearly. Sending Prayers of
love and encouragement to the entire Smith Family.
God Bless, and I am so sorry for your loss during this time.
Joshua - December 23, 2019 at 03:21 PM

“

Isaac was a joy to work with at BHFCU. Always willing to help anyway possible. He would
always post a joke under his name in Skype, so when we were going to skype him we
would a laugh. Sorry for your loss, He will be missed by all at work.
Judy Meyer - December 23, 2019 at 06:00 PM

“
“

Dominic & Kristin, I am so sorry for your loss..My thoughts & prayers are with your family..
Susie Wimmergren - December 24, 2019 at 07:54 AM

Isaac was a young person who lifted my energy and spirits every time he worked with me in
the pharmacy after school. I looked forward to the days he was scheduled. He was so
patient and helpful showing me how things work on the computer or the smart phone. His
graduation picture is still on my refrigerator, where it will remain. May God bless his
memory.
Cheryl McChesney - December 24, 2019 at 11:57 AM

“
“

So very sorry for your loss, may our Lord and Savior bestow grace and love on all of you.
Shari Jenniges - December 26, 2019 at 10:33 AM

Nick & Kristin, We mailed a card to the funeral home but just looked at the wonderful
pictures on this site. Isaac had a smile on every picture. Could tell he had a lot of joy with
his family and such deep love is evident. Continuing prayers for your loss of your beautiful
young man. Lynne (Lance's mom)
Lynne Haugstad - December 27, 2019 at 06:26 PM

