James Edward Dahl
January 24, 1958 - August 18, 2012

Marshall: James E. Dahl, age 54, of Marshall, passed away at the Avera Mckennen
Hospital in Sioux Falls on Saturday, August 18, 2012. Funeral service will be 2:30 P.M.
Thursday, August 23rd at First Lutheran Church in Marshall. Visitation will be 6:00 P.M. to
8:00 P.M. with a 7:00 P.M. prayer service Wednesday at First Lutheran Church and will
continue at the church on Thursday, one hour prior to the service. Burial will be in the
Marshall Cemetery. The Hamilton Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.
James Edward Dahl was born January 24, 1958 in Watertown, SD to Warren and Wanda
(Homme) Dahl, He was the youngest of five children. He moved with the family to
Marshall, MN in 1973 where he graduated from high school. He took various art and
related courses at Southwest State University, but was otherwise self-taught in his artistic
pursuits. He worked at Happy Chef while in High School and at Henle Printing, Schwan’s
Print Shop, and Patzer’s Hardware and was commissioned for various art projects.
Jim was an accomplished artist in mixed media, selling artwork across the country. He
was invited to exhibit his work at the Minneapolis Institute of Art in 1989 and sold through
Icebox Galleries in the Twin Cities area as well as Marshall Area Fine Arts Gallery. He was
most recently commissioned for the Mrs. Whitney Statue project which was a culmination
of his earlier dream to honor Marshall’s founders.
He was passionate about his art, cared deeply for his friends and family, encouraged the
artistic efforts of others, and granted glory to God for his talents. He played harmonica
frequently and loved to balance rocks and stones.
Survivors include his mother, Wanda Dahl of Marshall, MN, four siblings; Wayne Dahl of
Penguin, Tasmania, Australia, Lynn (Val) Sulackow of Rice Lake, WI, Hazel (Steve)
Behrens of Hazen, ND, Mark Dahl and Laura Brothers of Anchorage, Alaska; and ten
nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his father, Warren H. Dahl, and a brother-in-law, Valentine
Sulackow.
In lieu of flowers the family requests that memorial contributions go to the Marshall Area
Fine Arts Council (MAFAC) toward the Mrs. Whitney Statue project.
Blessed be the memory of Jim Dahl.

Comments

“

We were stunned to hear of Jim's passing. Mike and I are visiting Iowa in Nov and
had planned to look Jim up to reconnect. Mike went to college with Jim and I had
only met him once but he made me feel like a long lost friend. The most memorable
part of our visit were his his bonsai trees. Rest In Peace Jim Dahl.

Mike and Leah Silberstein - September 25, 2012 at 10:24 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to all of those who knew Jim and all of his talents.
Every time I saw him he made me smile. He was a very kind person who always took
the time to talk to everyone. He will be greatly missed.

Cody Vollmer - August 31, 2012 at 10:58 PM

“

The Art of Field Rock (in memory of Jim Dahl)
I stack these words to remember how you stacked flat field rock into art, a sort of
found sculpture that yielded mini-towers, minarets, replicas of chimney buttes, spires,
columns, monuments not to soldiers or pioneers but to the prairie itself: piles, casual,
random-looking, but I know you must have sifted hand and fingers through dirt and
stone to find good companions, rock which your eye could tell had the right balance
and fit, color play, to draw our gaze as we motored through the countryside, and
discovered the gifts you left for us between fence posts, at the edge of field
approaches, at the intersections of plowed land and gravel road, rising from flat: such
delightful salutes to come upon in the amblings of a prairie day.

Dana Yost - August 28, 2012 at 11:42 PM

“

Jim was always good for at least one laugh more than likely two. I have many times
given Jim a ride home, never a dull moment. He was a good soul and unforgettable.
He will be missed.

Brooke Hennen - August 22, 2012 at 07:41 PM

“

Family of Jim Dahl, Although it has been many years since Jim and I saw each other,
it was still a shock to hear of his passing. We spent so much time together growing
up until the move to Marshall. I have one piece of artwork Jim gave me the last time I
met with him and it will be a reminder of a great friend.

Steve Miller - August 22, 2012 at 09:43 AM

“

Dear family of Jim, I was shocked and saddened when I spoke with my sister from
Taunton when she told me of Jim's passing. I knew Jim from high school and would
run into him when we came to Marshall for visits. He was a very caring and kind soul.
His art work is an example of how deeply he cared about about the beauty in life and
others. He will be missed. He will live on through his art which should be
comforting.God Bless and bring comfort too You all in this time of sorrow.

Pamela and Jim Tesch - August 21, 2012 at 05:55 PM

“

May the Dahl Family know that Jim was a special man. He did an amazing drawing
for me which proudly sits in my living room. Jim was always there with a smile and a
helping hand.
He made a difference and will be missed. God Bless. Dave

Dave Knotz - August 21, 2012 at 05:38 PM

“

The sun shines less brightly now- Even after long lost contact, my heart aches. Just
heard the news. Unfortunately, I'm in New York for work and will not be back till
Sunday. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Paul Strandberg

Paul Strandberg - August 21, 2012 at 03:04 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of Jim's untimely death. I reunited with him this summer after
10 years. Throughout those 10 years, Jim and I would frequently talk on the phone. I
was able to see Jim at his best, active and fired up about his commissioned
sculpture. I am happy that his artistic legacy will live on with the completion of his
sculpture. I will miss Jim's spirit and talks of life and art. Stack some rocks for me in
his honor.

Dan Havel - August 21, 2012 at 09:38 AM

“

I would like to send my sympathy to the family of James Dahl on his passing. I was
not familiar with all of his work, but I am very impressed with the art work I have
seen! I believe I am a friend of his distant family. I hope the prayers and condolences
give you some peace, in his untimely passing. God Bless all of you!

Kelly Goettig - August 21, 2012 at 09:32 AM

“

Dearest Family of James Dahl,
I join with so many others who knew Jim in offering our deepest sympathy on his
passing.
The measure of a life well-lived is not how much money one has or what
possessions they have accumulated, but rather through the lives they touched and
the sorrow they leave behind.
May you find peace and comfort in knowing many loved him!
Jim will be remembered for his warmth and kindness to everyone he met. He always
had a Smile to greet you. I will Miss Jim.

Pat Hagemeyer (Gary) - August 20, 2012 at 04:10 PM

