Laura Jo St. Clair Hovdesven
April 9, 1970 - December 9, 2007

Marshall: Laura Jo St. Clair Hovdesven, age 37, of Marshall, beloved mother of Jared
Hovdesven, sister of Kathryn Swan, and treasured daughter of Gary and Juli St. Clair and
Mary Swan went home to her Heavenly Father peacefully in her sleep on Sunday,
December 9, 2007. Funeral Services are scheduled for 10:00 A.M. on Thursday,
December 13 at Wesley United Methodist Church in Marshall. Visitation will be on
Wednesday, December 12, at the Hamilton Funeral Home from 5 to 7 P.M. with a prayer
service at 7:00. Visitation will continue one hour prior to the service on Thursday, at the
church.
Laura Jo St. Clair was born on April 9, 1970, to Gary and Mary (Wiele) St. Clair in
Burlington, Iowa. She was baptized at the United Church of Christ in Burlington. Laura
then came to Marshall, where she graduated from Marshall High School in 1988 and then
Southwest State University in 1995. She worked in advertising sales at the Marshall
Independent from 1995 to 2007 and at Schwan's for the last year.
Laura's enjoyments in life were reading, watching TV, the computer, fishing, being a
wonderful mother, and spending time with family and friends.
Laura Jo St. Clair died Sunday, December 9, 2007 at her residence. She hadreached the
age of 37 years and 8 months.
Laura is survived by her son, Jared Hovdesven of Marshall; parents, Gary (and Juli) St.
Clair of Marshalltown, Iowa, and Mary Swan of Tipton, Iowa; sister, Kathryn Swan (and
John Kummer) of the Twin Cities; step-siblings, Lisa Rider of Estherville, Iowa, Traci
Daniels of Marshalltown, Iowa, and Ryan (and Carmen) Daniels of Ludwigshafen,
Germany; aunts and uncles, Stanley (and Nell) St. Clair of Ft. Madison, Iowa, Heiress
(and Don) Reu of Ft. Madison, Iowa, and Jonathan (and Beverly) Cooper-Wiele of Boston,
MA; special friend, Linda Buysee of Marshall; and many other relatives and friends.
Laura was preceded in death by her grandparents, Les and Laura Wiele and Jim and
Josephine St. Clair.
Blessed be the memory of Laura Jo St. Clair Hovdesven.

Comments

“

Laura Jo was my niece. Over the last two weeks, various memories have pressed to
awareness...
... the two and a half year old in red pajamas frozen photos of my dad's last
Christmas, 1972, passing a gift to her grandpa...
... a month or so later, remarking to her mother during bathtime that she hoped God
would give grandpa a purple lollipop...
... romping in the snowy darkness of lower Vogt Street on a walk after watching the
musical "Scrooge"...
... last August, the last time I saw her, at a dinner theatre outside Minneapolis with
her sister, Kathryn, and Kathryn's boyfriend, John...
Laura, I remarked recently to my wife, was one of those people about whom I had
the feeling that whatever I did, Laura would say, "Oh, Unk, I still love you so much!...
So, my dear niece, Laura Jo--aka, Sproutski, Escargot, Teenski, and Adultski--was
one brief window in our experience into unconditional, ever-receptive love.
May we all seek to be such windows, now, for each other.

Jonathan K. Cooper-Wiele - December 24, 2007 at 06:24 PM

“

I just want to let you know that Laura has touched my life and I pray that her family
keeps the faith that she is truly in God's hands and so are you. Let her bring ;you
closer to him.

laurie - December 24, 2007 at 08:22 AM

“

Gary and Juli - Our deepest sympathies. May God comfort you! Thinking of you Tony, LeAnn, Ellen and Aaron Jesina

Tony & LeAnn Jesina - December 13, 2007 at 01:40 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. Laura was a wonderful friend during our
years together in elementary and jr. high school in Algona. I have thought of her
often over the years and fondly remember all of the fun times we had together. God
Bless. The Kordick Family

Kirsten (Skaar) Kordick & Family - December 13, 2007 at 11:47 AM

“

Laura and I worked together at the Marshall Independent and got to be friends. We
have kept in touch over e mail since I moved and I will miss her a lot. My
condolonces to her family. Jared, she loved you sooo much. Erica Nelson

Erica Nelson - December 13, 2007 at 11:02 AM

“

to the family-i was actually friends with Ryan, back in the day, and knew laura
through Ryan and Traci. she is a beautiful person and you are in our thoughts.
Please let Ryan know we are always thinking of him too.

Teri Holien - December 13, 2007 at 09:55 AM

“

GARY,JULI, MARY AND FAMILIES, WE SEND YOU OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY
ON LAURA'S DEATH. WE REMEMBER LAURA IN HER EARLY YEARS IN
ALGONA. OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH ALL OF YOU AND ASK OUR LORD'S
BLESSINGS FOR STRENGTH FOR YOU IN THE DAYS AHEAD. WE ALL SEND
OUR LOVE FROM THE DOUGHAN FAMILY. GOD BLESS

MARCIE DOUGHAN &FAMILY - December 12, 2007 at 07:46 PM

“

Laura and I graduated high school together, we were apart of the Business
Professionals of America Club and also worked at Hy-Vee together, too. She was a
fun loving person who enjoyed life and having a good time. As seen in her pictures
she will be remembered for her smile. As we come upon our 20 year reunion next
year, she will be missed. My sincerest sympathies to her son and family.

Amy (Pequin) Amua-Sekyi - December 12, 2007 at 07:38 PM

“

I knew Laura's Dad, Gary, when I first moved to Marshall as he was the manager of
the Hy-Vee grocery store. I came to know Laura when I moved into real estate. She
was our ad person for the real estate office. Laura was an extremely patient, kind
person who always would laugh right along with us when we would be frustrated at
the ad errors! She had a very engaging smile! This is a loss for many people, most
especially her son and her family. Please take comfort knowing that she made the
world a better place simply by being in it. Our Lord and Savior will now take care of
her until you can be with her again. Our deepest blessings to your family.
Barb Schueller Lundberg

Barb Lundberg - December 12, 2007 at 07:31 PM

“

Dearest Uncle Butch and Juli, Jared and extended Family,
All though we are not there with you for Laura's services please know you are all in
our hearts and prayers at this sad time. We share your grief and heavy hearts. Laura
was a beautiful person and we will always miss her. God Bless each of you. We love
you.
Linda and Steve

Linda & Steve Hampton - December 12, 2007 at 01:10 PM

“

Dear Uncle Butch and Juli, Mary, Jared and the rest of the family I was so saddened to hear of Laura's passing. As my only first cousin that was "my
age" I treasured the times we got to spend together as children. They were few and
far between, mostly at Christmas once a year, but we always picked up where we'd
left off the year before. Each year we'd sing at the top of our lungs to the player piano
and sit in Aunt Nell and Uncle Stanley's living room in front of the fire and watch
those old 8mm family movies. Most of which we weren't even in, but gave us a
glimpse into our family's lives before we came along.
She's gone to a better place now, and can get to know Jim and Josie and the rest of
the clan that came and went before we were able to meet them. God bless her and
know you are all in my prayers.
Jeanne

Jeanne Ketelaar - December 12, 2007 at 09:00 AM

“

Laura & I graduated high school together, we were members of the Business
Professionals of America club and also worked at Hy-Vee together. She will be
remembered for her smile and fun loving attitude. As we near our 20 year reunion
next summer -- her presence will be missed. My sympathies to her son and family.

Amy (Pequin) Amua-Sekyi - December 12, 2007 at 09:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. I graduated from high school with Laura. I
will always remember Laura as someone who had a friendly personality and big
smile. No matter how busy she was, she would always find time to say a kind word.
May you find peace in knowing that Laura's memory will live on in the hearts of all
those who knew her. God Bless.

Amy Hefti - December 11, 2007 at 09:26 PM

“

Our heart and prayers go out to Jared and the rest of the family.

jim and nancy kockelman - December 11, 2007 at 06:28 PM

“

Laura and I became friends when she was contemplating a career change to real
estate. We shared many lunches together, I will miss her smile and friendship to me!
I will be praying for all of you today and the days ahead. May God's grace be evident
to you each day. Sincerely, Deb Blaue

Deb Blaue - December 10, 2007 at 03:11 PM

