Lorraine Lois Rensink
January 31, 1928 - May 15, 2017

Services for Lorraine Lois Rensink, 89, of Marshall, are 4 p.m. Saturday at the Kingdom
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Marshall. A luncheon will follow at the AmericInn in
Marshall.
She died Monday, May 15, 2017, at her home in Marshall.
Lorraine was born Jan. 31, 1928, to Helmuth and Minnie Willert in Boyden, Iowa, the first
of eight children. She was baptized Dec. 10, 1955, as one of Jehovah’s witnesses. She
was united in marriage to Howard Rensink on Oct. 1, 1948, in Sheldon, Iowa. For most of
their married life, they lived in Marshall where they raised their two sons, Randall and Joel.
Lorraine was a homemaker and helped her husband with his business. She loved music
and was an accomplished pianist. She enjoyed her coffee breaks at Hardee’s. She loved
the evening starry nights and seeing the full moon and beautiful sunsets. She truly
appreciated so many aspects of God’s creation.
She was very hospitable and always had ham or turkey sandwiches for her guests. She
was a kind, thoughtful woman who always put others’ needs ahead of her own. After
spending time with her you always felt encouraged and uplifted. She had an infectious
smile that would brighten everyone’s day. She was a good listener. She touched so many
lives in so many ways.
Lorraine was well known in the community as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and will be
missed by many people. Her loss will be greatly felt by her physical family, who kept in
touch regularly by phone, but also by her spiritual family in the Marshall congregation of
Jehovah’s Witnesses, who came to her aid during her sickness. They went above and
beyond the call of duty, in bringing her meals, checking on her, taking her to doctors’
appointments and staying with her day and night so she could stay in her own home. They
did this because of their great love for her.
Lorraine was caring and compassionate, especially to those in need. Her life was devoted

to the Christian ministry. She was happiest when she was talking to others about her
beliefs, and she continued doing this until her strength gave out.
Survivors include her son Joel (Sandy) of Bandon, Ore.; four sisters: Dorothy and June
Willert of Osage, Iowa, Mari Willert of Trinidad, Colo., and Lenni (Ken) Dular of Des
Moines, Iowa; brother, Larry Willert of Basalt, Colo.; four grandchildren: Karen Rainville,
Winnemucca, Nev., Meredith Sagardi, Trinidad, Colo., Ryan Rensink, Farmington, N.M.,
and Morgan Thomas, Cheyenne, Wyo.; and seven great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Howard, son Randall, a grandson, Derek, a
granddaughter, Teresa, and two sisters who died in infancy.

Comments

“

Joel, I'm very sorry for your mother's passing. Both of your parent's were always kind
to me.
Mark Mathison

Mark A Mathison - May 20, 2017 at 06:33 PM

“

Dear Family and Friends of Lorraine,
We've been gone almost 14 years from Marshall, but we'll never forget the wonderful
time we spent with Lorraine and Howard in the Christian ministry: taking breaks
ONLY at Hardee's because their coffee had medicinal properties, eating yummy
dessets at her house, singing as she played the piano, etc
I could go on and on!
She was a real trooper. The Chacon family now living in Illinois, Kentucky, California,
and Costa Rica send you all our love. Thank you, Lorraine for your great example.

Lela Chacon - May 20, 2017 at 11:10 AM

“

We lived next to her and Howard on west main years ago Joel was still at home ,she
was like a grandma to our kids

joann gould - May 18, 2017 at 11:20 AM

“

When I was younger, my parents lived next door to Lorraine and her husband. I was
always at their place and they became my favorite people! We have talked with
Lorraine through the years and I will truly miss her!!!!

Vickie Johnson - May 18, 2017 at 11:19 AM

“

My husband Phillip and I would drive to Marshall to visit our daughter and her family.
We'd always attend meetings at the Marshall Kingdom Hall while there. We met
Lorraine many years ago, and always looked forward to seeing her each time we
visited. She always had a smile, a hug and a warm greeting for all of us. We know

we will see her again, but it is a sad time now saying "Good-bye" to such a dear
friend. Phillip & Linda Koskela
Linda Koskela - May 18, 2017 at 10:30 AM

“

So sorry to learn of your mother's death. We met over lawn mowing when the
Kingdom Hall was on West Main Street. She used to drive her lawn mower
from her house to the Hall and she finally agreed to allow me to mow the Hall's
lawn when I did mine. Friendship grew from that simple contact and continued
after the Hall and I both relocated. She then started to drop in at my office
to share the leaflets and a cheerful few minutes of conversation. She was
always so positive and friendly to everyone she met. She had such a quiet
dignity and will be missed by many. Hold on to the happy memories, as will
all who were pleased to call her a friend.
Joan Rheingans

J A Rheingans - May 18, 2017 at 09:02 AM

“

Joel, Sandy and family- my sympathies on the loss of your Mom. I will always
remember Aunt Lorraine's kindness and caring during my mother's long illness.
Ruth Rensink

Ruth Rensink - May 17, 2017 at 05:19 PM

