Marjorie "Midge" Jean Johnson
December 12, 1927 - August 16, 2020

Marjorie “Midge” Johnson, age 92, of Marshall, Minnesota, died on Sunday, August 16,
2020, Morningside Heights Care Center in Marshall. Memorial Services are Saturday,
August 29, 2020, at Christ United Presbyterian Church in Marshall. Interment will follow in
the Marshall cemetery. Visitation, open to the public, will be held one hour prior to the
service, from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 29, 2020, also at the church.
Occupancy limits and social distancing must be observed throughout all services. Masks
are currently required at all public indoor gatherings.
Marjorie Jean Nielsen was born to Niels and Myrtle (Larson) Nielsen on December 12,
1927, in Arco, Minnesota. She began her education in a country school near Arco through
the 8th grade, attended Arco High School for 9th and 10th grade, and then was a 1945
graduate of Ivanhoe High School. Midge was baptized and confirmed in her faith at
Bethany Lutheran Church in Arco. On January 12, 1947, Midge was united in marriage to
Norwood “Johnny” Johnson at Bethany Lutheran Church in Arco. The couple made their
home in Marshall. Norwood preceded her in death on May 13, 1990, after 43 years of
marriage.
Midge had many good qualities, she was nurturing, dedicated, determined, positive, and
optimistic. All of these qualities helped Midge become a wonderful mom and homemaker.
Midge also worked for 19 years at JC Penny, working in fabrics, and then sales, and
ultimately as the catalog supervisor before her retirement in 1985.
Midge was an active member of Christ United Presbyterian Church for many years, longtime member of both the Ivanhoe and Marshall bowling leagues, several card clubs, and
was a regular volunteer at the Marshall Senior Center. Her other enjoyments in life
included, baking, cooking, holding babies, crocheting, following the Minnesota Twins,
playing games or a hand of cards, and being with loving family and friends. Many family
memories were made at the lake cabin on Norway Lake, just outside of Willmar.
Midge is survived by her children, Connan “Con” (Nancy Jamnick) Johnson of Virginia,

Cheryl (Daryle) Friedrichs of Marshall, Marcia Oemichen of Eden Prairie; 7 grandchildren,
Tamara (Dave) Colgan of Ghent, Thomas (Laura) Johnson of Clinton, Terri (Ed) Schu of
Maple Grove, Dawn Friedrichs of Marshall, Daryl Todd Friedrichs of Minneota, Chad
(Melissa) Friedrichs of Minneota, Megan (Chris) Whichello of Maple Grove; 11 greatgrandchildren with another one on the way; along with numerous nieces, nephews,
friends, and family.
Midge was preceded in death by her parents, Niels and Myrtle; husband, Norwood;
grandson, Matt Oemichen; and siblings, Lucille Eide and Darwin “Buzz” Nielsen.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hamilton Funeral Home - August 29, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

My Grandmother was a spirited and independent woman. She taught herself to drive
because she needed to. Then when I got my instructional permit she let me drive her
Dodge Dart as she patiently coached me through the rite of passage into young
adulthood.
She would amaze me when I'd visit & catch her up on a ladder cleaning windows or
hanging Christmas lights. I'd scold her for doing those things on her own. She'd say,
in her matter of fact way, "it needed to be done. So I did it."
After Grandpa passed 30 years ago, she rarely let the necessities of life hold her
back in any way. But, went about life in a joyful manner at her own pace, which often
times was at mach 3. Once she was moving forward she didn't slow down.
She left the wonderful heritage of independence and strong will planted deep inside
me. I'm so thankful for her lessons and presence that has helped to make me the
strong woman I am today.

Dawn Friedrichs - August 29, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Midge was my first cousin. I remember growing up
on the farm by Arco just down or up the road from her family. I am so sorry to hear of
her passing. Blessed be her memory. We live south of Aurora(Palo). Alta and LeRoy
Sprink

Alta Sprink - August 27, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

Midge was always there for Johnny, her kids and grand kids. She had boundless
energy,
even in her seventies and eighties. One grand child in particular could test her mettle
but
she always hung in there. Her family & friends meant everything to her. Grandma's
grilled
cheese sandwiches, on those cold winter days, will always be missed. She would
always
make sure that your Penney jeans arrived in a timely fashion and always fit as well.
One could go on and on. Suffice it to say, anyone who knew her and/or came in
contact
with her was always better for the experience!
Grandma, vaya con Dios!
Mark Oemichen

Mark Oemichen - August 20, 2020 at 12:49 AM

“

As a child, I will never forget the beautiful memories of visiting the Johnsons in
Marshall on Thanksgiving. Her laugh never changed one bit in the wonderful years
we were all so blessed to have her as a mother, an aunt, or a fantastic friend. She
would just melt anyone's heart.
Moving on to adult life, the love for her never changed one bit. She is the one person
you could never wait to see or get enough of her laughter and kindness when you
would see her.
What is so beautiful about Midge, is the love and laughter she left with all her
children, family and friends. Just like their Mom, the laughter from Cheryl, Marcia and
Con is just nothing short of AWESOME! With tears in my eyes, we all love you dearly
Midge forever!!!
Dean Eide
Nephew (Lucille)

Dean Eide - August 17, 2020 at 04:08 PM

