Mary Ione Schwisow
February 3, 1939 - October 28, 2017

Mary Schwisow, age 78, of Cottonwood, Minnesota, passed away on Saturday, October
28, 2017, at Morningside Heights Care Center in Marshall, Minnesota.
Funeral Services are 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 7, 2017, at Christ Lutheran Church in
Cottonwood, Minnesota. Interment will follow in the Christ Lutheran Cemetery.
Visitation will be held one hour prior to the service, from Noon – 1:00 p.m., on Tuesday at
the church.
Mary Ione Hanson was born February 3, 1939, to Ancel and Clara (Johnson) Hanson. She
grew up near Cottonwood, attending school there and graduated with the High School
class of 1957. Mary went on the further her education in Minneapolis where she graduated
from the Minnesota Business College and then worked at Kenny’s Shoe Store in
Minneapolis.
On May 7, 1959, Mary was united in marriage to Harold Schwisow. The couple made their
home in several places while Harold served in the Air Force. They lived in Colorado, Italy,
Arkansas, and California before he retired in 1972. The family then moved to Cottonwood,
Minnesota where Mary worked for North Star Mutual Insurance Company until her
retirement in 2004. Harold and Mary raised one daughter and shared 53 years of marriage
together before he passed away in December of 2012.
Mary loved the life of an Air Force wife. She loved the travel, seeing new places and
meeting new people. After retiring, they would travel to see Air Force friends that she was
able to keep in touch with. Mary also came to love camping and shared that love with her
grandson, Jeremy. Mary was devoted to Christ Lutheran Church and served on the Alter
Guild for many years and also sang in the choir. Mary was also very involved in the local
TOPS group.
Mary Schwisow entered her heavenly home on Saturday, October 28, 2017 at the age of
78 years, 8 months, and 25 days. Blessed be her memory.

Mary is survived by her daughter, Sherri Schwisow of Cottonwood; grandson, Jeremy
Schwisow (And Raquel) of San Francisco, CA; brother, Clifford (Sue) Hanson of
Cottonwood; sister, Alnora Pederson of Cottonwood; many nephews, nieces, other
relatives and many friends.
Mary is preceded in death by her parents, Ancel and Clara Hanson; husband, Harold
Schwisow; 2 infant children, Kevin Lewis and Michelle Rene, and 6 siblings.
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Comments

“

Sincerest Sorrow - Pink and White was purchased for the family of Mary Ione
Schwisow.

November 05, 2017 at 08:47 PM

“

Moe Schrock, Lewis Schrock and Anna Gardner purchased the Healing Tears - All
White for the family of Mary Ione Schwisow.

Moe Schrock, Lewis Schrock and Anna Gardner - November 05, 2017 at 04:57 PM

“

My husband and I were classmates with Mary.....Denny was also in the octette with
her.
So many memories of growing up together....we would walk around town together
and just be silly and laugh like kids do! Sometimes share a hamburger on Saturday
nights or a popcorn at the popcorn stand! Then at the church....always together at all
the programs etc. Glad I saw her for a bit this last summer when we were back
there.....will always remember her big smile and laugh. A very special friend.....
With Love.....Denny and Janet Pehrson

Janet Pehrson - November 04, 2017 at 10:10 AM

“

Sherri,
So sorry to hear about your moms passing. You have my sympathy. Keeping you and
your family in my thoughts and prayers.
Sheila Bretschneider

Sheila Bretschneider - October 30, 2017 at 06:49 PM

“

To Mom's friends and family: I want to take this time to THANK each and every one
of you for being part of her life. She was truly blessed to have such good friends and
a wonderful family to support her. I especially want to thank everyone that gave her a
ride to and from her treatments. She loved spending the time with you and taking you
out to lunch afterwards (usually Applebee's). So next time you go out to eat at
Applebee's - have an oriental chicken salad for mom as that was one of her favorites.
Sherri

Sherri Schwisow - October 30, 2017 at 09:38 AM

“

So sorry to hear this, Sherri.

You may not remember me, but I first remember your mom

when I was a young, gangly high school girl working at Jim's Cafe, back in the mid-90's! :)
I recall Mary often coming in with that big, twinkling smile of hers, and that endearing, witty
nature that greeted everyone she met.
Then in 1999, I began working at Northstar Insurance, and had the opportunity to get to
know your mom alot better. I spent many morning and afternoon breaks around those big
break tables; surrounded by coffee, cookies, newspapers, and the lively chatter of your
mom and her many good friends there! They all managed to break up many long
afternoons with light conversation and wholesome chatter! :)
I will always remember your mom for the kindness she had shown me, especially when I
first started working there.
Mary was always quick to offer words of encouragement, and had a way of bringing life into
every conversation with her gentle, witty sense of humor.
I want you to know I am thinking of you and keeping you and your family in my heart of
prayer. Your mom was a truly remarkable woman to me, with a kind heart and gentle spirit
that truly graced and embraced everyone she met.
May God bless and rest her sweet, beautiful soul.
Sincerely,
-Laura (Thompson) Sims
Laura - October 30, 2017 at 06:37 PM

“

Sherri,
I lost a good friend; a lifetime of good memories. I'll miss cookies and coffe and shared
laughs. You and Jeremy and the rest of Mary's family have our deep sympathy.
Nancy and Darwin
Nancy Meyer - November 02, 2017 at 03:27 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time. Cherish all of your
wonderful memories of her.
Jan Fuhrmann - November 02, 2017 at 07:46 PM

“

Mary always shared the 'up side' of life. Her outlook, and kind, grateful spirit leaves a
wonderful legacy. My sympathy to you, Sherri and Jeremy, and all those sharing her loss,
Beth Ritter
Beth Ritter - November 03, 2017 at 07:10 AM

“

Oh how I enjoyed watching "Dancing with the Stars" with Mary! She was so fun! I love aunt
Mary! She has blessed my life in so many ways!
Heidi - November 03, 2017 at 08:41 AM

“

I’m eternally grateful to have had Mary in my life. She was a source of strength and
encouragement while going through my own treatment. She would often remind me to just
keep fighting because what else should you do? She never felt sorry for herself, even after
battling for so many years. That perspective was very grounding. I also enjoyed her
wonderful sense of humor and wit. She had a way of lighting up the room with her
presence. I will miss her dearly.
Diane Hatfield - November 03, 2017 at 07:16 PM

