Melba Faye Pack
January 20, 1927 - January 6, 2021

Melba Pack passed away peacefully at the Avera Marshall Regional Medical Center on
Wednesday, January 6, 2021, at the age of 93 years, just two weeks shy of her 94th
birthday. Her four children and their spouses were all with her, either at her bedside or
online virtually due to Covid-19 restrictions, as she yielded herself to her Lord and Savior.
Memorial Services will be at 11:00 a.m. Friday, February 12, 2021, at Cornerstone United
Methodist Church in Marshall, Minnesota. Interment is scheduled for 12:15 p.m. in the
Walnut Grove Cemetery. The graveside service is also open to the public, should local
friends want to attend. A walk-through visitation will be held from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. Friday,
February 12, 2021, at Cornerstone United Methodist Church in Marshall. Occupancy limits
and social distancing must be observed throughout all services. Masks are required at all
public indoor gatherings. A live stream and recording of the service will be available at http
s://www.facebook.com/CornerstoneMarshall.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests any memorial contributions be given to the family for
a future designation.
Melba Faye Brass was born to Elmer Manley and Stena (Ebeling) Brass in Worthington on
January 20, 1927, the first of two children. She was baptized in Luverne and confirmed in t
he Worthington Presbyterian Church. The family lived in several towns in Iowa and Minne
sota before settling in Rushmore. She attended Rushmore Elementary School for three ye
ars and completed her schooling at Worthington, graduating in 1944. Melba completed the
accelerated two-year teachers’ course at Mankato Teachers College in 1946 and began h
er long career as an elementary teacher at Walnut Grove. It was there she met Clifford Le
Roy Pack and they were married on July 2, 1948, at the Presbyterian Church in Worthingt
on. They lived on Cliff’s parents’ farm in rural Walnut Grove where they raised their four ch
ildren. She taught two years in Walnut Grove and one year in Redwood Falls. After taking
a leave to raise her family, she resumed her teaching career in Lucan. In 1970 she returne
d to Walnut Grove where she taught until her retirement in 1989. While teaching, she earn
ed her four-year teaching degree in 1971, where she graduated with the Charter class of
Southwest Minnesota State College. In 1973 Cliff and Melba moved into Walnut Grove. Aft

er Cliff’s death on May 9, 2002, Melba sold their house and relocated to Marshall. On Nov
ember 1, 2017, Melba moved to Boulder Estates Assisted Living in Marshall, where she w
as currently residing.
Melba and Cliff were active members of the Walnut Grove United Methodist Church for ma
ny years. Melba served as a Superintendent and teacher for Sunday School, was a memb
er and office holder of the Women’s Society of Christian Service and United Methodist Wo
men. She belonged to the Twentieth Century study club and was in charge of the Walnut
Grove food shelf for several years. She was also a member of the Redwood County Readi
ng Association. After moving to Marshall, she became a member of the Albright United Me
thodist Church and was currently a member of Cornerstone United Methodist Church. You
could usually find her seated at the ticket table for their baked potato suppers. She also lo
oked forward to the fellowship in the bible study group. She was a member of the Marshall
Adult Community Center where she volunteered and actively took part in many programs,
including the Reading Club.
Melba and Cliff loved to travel, especially by tour bus, where they made many life-long frie
nds. They looked forward to renewing friendships each winter in Apache Junction, AZ. Mel
ba and Cliff were devoted fans of Minnesota sports teams, especially the Twins, Vikings a
nd Gophers. While living in Walnut Grove, they opened their home as a bed and breakfast
on the weekends of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant. Melba was an avid reader and card
player and enjoyed most any card game offered, but she especially relished playing pinoc
hle with her grandchildren who battled to be her partner. She eagerly followed the school a
nd sports activities of three generations: her 4 children, 14 grandchildren, and 29 great-gra
ndchildren. Melba wrote they were the gems of her life and her family were the jewels in h
er crown.
Melba will be lovingly remembered by her children: Cheryl (James) Jacobson of Mora, Ca
ndyce (Robert) Monson-Sowers of Benson, Bryce (Debra) Pack of Lamberton, and Todd
(Debi) Pack of Buffalo; her grandchildren: Jason (Bonnie Sykes) Jacobson and their childr
en Andrew and Emily Sykes, Carter and Isabella Jacobson; Ryan (Lora) Jacobson and th
eir sons Jonah and Lucas; Scott Jacobson; Tory (Sherrie) Monson and their children Land
on, Riley and Avery; Jesse (Andria) Monson and their sons Joshua and Jonathan; Molly
(Bryan) Verhelst and their daughters Kalee and Emily; Carmen Sowers, and Kevin (Tracy)
Sowers and their children Angelina and Monroe; Chris (Linda) Pack and their children Rac
hel, Ethan, Seth, and Nolan; Nicholas Pack and his daughter Ava; Casey (Monica) Pack a
nd their sons Caleb and Asher; Colby (Sarah) Pack and their sons Braiden and Dylan; Ch
elsea (Jeremy) Marquardt and their children Ezekiel and Quincee; Taylor (Jessica) Pack a
nd their daughters Julia, Jillian, and June; sister-in-law, Gloria Pack; a niece, nephew, and

multitude of cousins. She is also remembered by her foreign exchange student son, Lauri
Lundbom of Thailand and Elaine Meinders (Richard) Eichmann of Dell Rapids, SD, who liv
ed with the family for a few years when the children were young.
Melba was preceded in death by her husband, Clifford; an infant grandson, Mychal Pack;
parents, Elmer and Stena Brass; parents-in-law, Lloyd and Grace Pack; brother, Maynard
Fay Brass and his wife, LaVonne; Cliff’s siblings: Wendelina Sanderson, Genevieve DeCo
urcy, Lolita Gremmert, Violet Koehler, and Warren Pack.
Blessed be her memory.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hamilton Funeral Home - February 12, 2021 at 02:38 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Hamilton Funeral Home - February 05, 2021 at 10:41 AM

“

I am so sorry, that I missed Melba’s passing. Just realized it now I think. I came
across a recipe in a summer edition of the Sr. Perspective, that I was going through. I
cut a recipe out, ( just like my mother would have done) and it turned out to be
Melba’s! I thought of her, and checked Facebook and did not find her usual
Facebook site. . My Mother, Drusilla Pedersen, enjoyed hanging out with her, at the
Sr. Center and going places. I heard her name a lot. My mother died in June of 2019
at 93, the same age as Melba. The picture in the Facebook site I could find had a
picture of Frances. My mother and Melba, at Drusilla’s Brother Virgil Bedow’s
visitation, that I took. Bless her memories!

Vicky Bratsch - November 16, 2021 at 11:46 PM

“

From: Annette DeCourcy Towler purchased the Lavender Dreams for the family of
Melba Faye Pack.

From: Annette DeCourcy Towler - February 11, 2021 at 03:32 AM

“

Thinking of the Pack family with love and prayers. May the memories of Melba live
forever in your heart to bring you comfort.. I enjoyed playing cards with Melba at the
ACC and we enjoyed the monthly book club. Also remember Melba for calling for
cakes each month when we celebrated birthdays.. Madonna Cinkle

Madonna Cinkle - February 06, 2021 at 08:31 PM

“

“

She took her job of calling for cakes very seriously.
Cheri Jacobson - February 07, 2021 at 10:56 PM

3 files added to the tribute wall

Cheri Jacobson - January 24, 2021 at 04:42 PM

“

Thought these were going to the “photo album”. In any case, some of mom’s favorite times:
being with family, telling about Walnut Grove and Laura Ingalls Wilder, activities at Boulder
Estates.
Cheri Jacobson - January 24, 2021 at 04:46 PM

“

So Sorry to hear of your loss. I never personally met her tho Melba (accidentally?)
would phone me if things were not correct (as numbers were similar to one of her
family). We would have such wonderful conversations, just chatting about everything
& friends in common; we always cheered each other up and I was glad to help. God
bless and welcome her.

Leslie - January 22, 2021 at 04:01 PM

“

“

So kind of you to share this. Sounds just like mom .
Cheri Jacobson - January 24, 2021 at 04:29 PM

We are so sorry for your loss. Seeing Melba this summer and sitting outside visiting
with her, Cheri and Candy was so wonderful. We loved putting the pieces of our
families together and catching up with each other. Your mother will be remembered
fondly by everyone in our family.
Love to you and your family,
Tamara and Tarasia Remhof
(Etta and Abe's twins)

Tamara Remhof - January 14, 2021 at 08:27 AM

“

“

Thank you both. It was wonderful connecting with you again.
Cheri Jacobson - January 24, 2021 at 04:31 PM

Melba was a great cousin. I admire her teaching accomplishments as well. She and
Cliff were faithful in attending reunions and family events. I talked to her a few weeks
ago while she was in her apartment in Marshall and she closed the conversation in
saying, "I am blessed". That says it all. I'm praying the family find peace and comfort.

Kent Seetin - January 13, 2021 at 09:05 AM

“

Ebeling reunions won’t be the same without our “queen” there.
Cheri Jacobson - January 24, 2021 at 04:34 PM

“

I have such awesome memories of both your Mom and Dad as I spent many
Summers with them babysitting and doing lots of canning.
It is such a great legacy to see what a caring loving family they raised. Faye will be
so missed at the reunions as our “oldest” cousin.
Love and Sympathy’ s to you All!
Lucille Seid

Lucille Seid - January 12, 2021 at 02:06 PM

“

I know that she didn’t make you work as hard as you made made me work when I stayed
with you and your family!! Thanks for the memory!
cbsowers - January 12, 2021 at 07:29 PM

“

Todd, Debie, and family. So sorry to read about your loss of your wonderful mom. I
met her at the Sr. Center, what a delightful lady. She will be greatly missed. My heart
goes out to all of you. Marion Wiering.

Marion Wiering - January 11, 2021 at 11:18 AM

“

Thank you Marion. I didn't know that you had run into her at the Center. Hope all is well
with you.
Todd
Todd Pack - January 20, 2021 at 09:22 AM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Candy Sowers - January 11, 2021 at 09:13 AM

“

My heart goes out to the entire Pack family. I had the privilege of knowing Melba for
many years, first as a 4th grade teacher to my two children, Mike and Kathy, and a
friend while I was the school secretary located in the elementary portion of the
Walnut Grove School. When I moved back to Marshall, the first place I saw Melba
again was at the Senior Center playing cards. I heard her voice and I recognized it
right away. I was a personal friend to Melba assisting her with health issues over the
past 10 years. We even made several trips to Walnut Grove. I loved her like a
Mother. Took her to the clinic and emergency room several times. I will certainly miss
her sitting in church with our usual group. She was one of the best people I have
known. She will be missed by so many people.

Rosalie Kropp - January 09, 2021 at 08:14 AM

“

You were a wonderful friend on mom. Thank you for all the help you offered, especially to
take her on errands.
Cheri (Pack) Jacobson - January 12, 2021 at 08:44 PM

“

Aunt Melba will be missed. She was fun to be with and enjoyed getting to know her
better after my Mother died als enjoyed being at her place in Marshall. Peace with
the rest of my cousins in this time of memories. I wish I was in my home state so
could be there. Annette DeCourcy Towler

Annette DeCourcy Towler - January 08, 2021 at 09:44 PM

“

The Packs were nice enough to take me in when I didn't have anywhere else to go.
They treated me like I was part of their family. I lived with them for over three years.
She taught me about 4-H, how to work in the garden & how to be a good person.

Elaine Eichmann - January 08, 2021 at 04:37 PM

“

My condolences to your family. Mrs. Pack was a kind hearted soul. I remember when
I was about ten years old my brothers & I stayed with your family so my Mom (Elaine
Eichmann) could go on her honeymoon. I remember peeling apples out on the back
porch for a pie or something she was going to make. I thought it was so much fun. I
remember dancing to "go you chicken fat go" with the girls. Mr. Pack was a
sweetheart too and always had a smile on his face. What fun things to remember
years later. Roxanne Harris

ROXANNE HARRIS - January 08, 2021 at 04:30 PM

“

“

Thank you for sharing your memory. Those were good times with your mom,
Cheri Jacobson - January 24, 2021 at 04:36 PM

I'm grateful for the memories of her teaching as well as the many adult times we
have had. Wonderful woman, she will be missed by many. Prayers for family, friends
and loved ones, she was blessed with many great years.

Kathy Heitkamp - January 07, 2021 at 10:22 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to family. My thoughts and prayers are with you

judy hayes - January 07, 2021 at 09:24 PM

“

Thank you Judy.
Todd
Todd Pack - January 20, 2021 at 09:22 AM

“

Sympathies to the entire family. She was a wonderful teacher and person and will be
missed. May the good memories sustain you during this difficult time.
Dan Peterson

Dan Peterson - January 07, 2021 at 03:18 PM

“

My sympathies to the Pack family. The memories of our loved ones give us comfort
as we say our goodbyes. Darla Kottke Bloch

Darla Kottke Bloch - January 07, 2021 at 02:55 PM

“

rip melba i so glad i met you and ejoyed cleaning your boulder apt and we new a few
of the same people from years back

Joann Gould - January 07, 2021 at 12:24 PM

