Richard Wayne Johnson
September 24, 1938 - October 18, 2018

Richard “Dick” Johnson, age 80, of Marshall and formerly of Hendrum, Minnesota, died on
Thursday, October 18, 2018, at the Divine Providence Nursing Home in Ivanhoe,
Minnesota, under the care of Prairie Home Hospice. They worked together to keep Dick
comfortable and his family is so grateful for their combined efforts. Memorial Celebration
of Life is 2:00 p.m. Monday, November 12, 2018, at Christ United Presbyterian Church in
Marshall, Minnesota. A reception will follow in the church basement. Interment will be in
the spring of the 2019 in Immanuel Lutheran Cemetery, Hendrum, Minnesota. Visitation
will be held one hour prior to the service, from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m., on Monday at the church.
Richard Wayne Johnson was born on September 24, 1938, in Lisbon, North Dakota. He
born to Gustav Arthur and Beulah (Putman) Johnson. Richard’s family lived in Gwinner,
North Dakota, until the early 1940s when they moved to Hendrum, where Art purchased
the local grocery store. Dick and his 6 siblings all contributed to the success of Johnson’s
Fairway. Dick was very proud of his family’s accomplishments during some difficult years
in the Red River Valley. The summer respite was a family cabin at South Twin Lake,
fishing and more fishing.
Dick was confirmed at Immanuel Lutheran Church where he also received his Eagle Scout
award. His Hendrum High School class of 1956 remained friends for many years. He went
on to earn his bachelor’s degree from Moorhead State College. Nearly 60 years ago, Dick
met Ms. Marcia Efteland on a blind date. Lucky for Marcia, Dicky had an eye for redheads;
the two were wed on November 27, 1959, at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Hendrum. The
couple had 2 children, Erin Kelly and Eric Arthur. Through college, Dick worked at Siegel’s
Men’s Clothing in Fargo, joining the Fargo Jaycees and formed a wedding photography
business with his friend, George Grady, in the Fargo-Moorhead area. His determination
and hard work as a young man help pay the bills and support his family.
His first and only employment after college was with State Farm Insurance as an Auto
Claims Specialist in Alexandria. 11 years later, he moved his family to Cottonwood when
he was transferred to the Marshall Claims Office. He commuted to Montevideo, Appleton,

and Ortonville areas. Dick spent 35 years working for State Farm Insurance, retiring on
October 1, 1999. A special “thank you” to Sate Farm for the continuing education and
support they gave Dick over his career, translating into retirement and now his family’s
future.
Dick was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Hendrum, First Lutheran Church in
Alexandria, Alexandria Rotary Club, and served as Past Master of the Masonic
Constellation lodge #81 in Alexandria. Dick was also active in the Cottonwood Lions Club
and sat on the Group Council for the benefit of local Boy Scout Troops. His other
enjoyments in life included Native American history, games, Chess, crosswords, annual
New Years’ trivia with friends, photography, handyman work, expanding his collections,
and time spent with family.
Richard died on Thursday, October 18, 2018, in Ivanhoe, Minnesota, at the age of 80
years and 24 days.
He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Marcia Johnson of Marshall; children, Erin (and
Don) Ball of Shell Rock, IA, Eric (and Kelly) Johnson of Moorhead; 3 grandchildren, Elise
(13), Brooklyn (10), Sophia (9); sisters, Linda (and Ken) Weathers of Oscoda, MI, Barby
Jo (and Rick) Hest of Eagle Bend; nephews, nieces, other relatives and friends.
Dick was preceded in death by his parents, Arthur and Beulah Johnson; and siblings,
Beverly (Francis) Dyrendahl, John (Carol) Johnson, Sharon (Gene) Arnold, and Myra
(Duane) Johnson.
The family specifically requests that no floral deliveries be made. In lieu, please donate to
Prairie Home Hospice in Marshall, Alzheimer's research, the Boy Scouts in Marshall or
Cottonwood or scout group of your choosing. Thank you.

Events
NOV
12

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Christ United Presbyterian Church
400 West Lyon Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

NOV
12

Celebration of Life

02:00PM

Christ United Presbyterian Church
400 West Lyon Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

Comments

“

Sorry to hear about Dicks passing. I have many memories of him during our high
school days on Hendrum. My sympathies to his family.
James Jacobson. ( 56 classmate)

James Jacobson - November 12, 2018 at 02:57 PM

“

Plants-A-Plenty was purchased for the family of Richard Wayne Johnson.

November 10, 2018 at 12:23 PM

“

We have many good memories of fun times together with the KXRA gang.in
Alexandria.
So sorry about Dick's passsing. You have our sympathy. Ken and Tolly Tessmer

Ken Tessmer - November 06, 2018 at 05:25 PM

“

62 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hamilton Funeral Home - November 05, 2018 at 11:19 PM

“

Marcia, thank you for messaging us about Dick. We will be sorry to not see him at
the High School reunions any more. I hope you will continue to attend.
He contributed so much to Hendrum and to the school. I remember late nights
putting together the school newspaper that we then mimeographed for all the
students. Dick would go up to Art's store and return with kipper snacks, crackers and
Squirt, and that sustained us. I still love that combination.
Dennis got his Eagle Scout badge the same time Dick did. They had many scouting
adventures together and were friends from then on. We will miss Dick, as I know you
and your family will. All the good memories you shared will help to comfort you in this
difficult time. It is not easy finding a great life partner, but you both succeeded
admirably. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Dennis & Pat Sundseth
Hyde Park, UT

PATRICIA SUNDSETH - November 03, 2018 at 05:27 PM

“

So many memories going back seventy-five years! He accused me of making up the
rules as I went along, when I introduced him to cribbage during play practice - Mama
Is a Freshman, was the play. I recently came across a newspaper clipping my mother
had saved of when he achieved his Eagle Scout Award and was planning to send it
to him; perhaps one of his children would want it. Dick was such a special friend,
sharing some of his thoughts about a girl friend in high school. I was happy for him to
have found such a wonderful and caring partner as Marsha.

Shirley K Johnson - October 21, 2018 at 02:23 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Dick’s passing, prayers to all of you. Alzheimer’s is a battle....

Missy Rekedal Ahlers - October 21, 2018 at 09:14 AM

“

Macia, Erin and Eric-We are so sorry for your loss. I have many memories of your
time in Cottonwood and Dick's sense of humor. Eric shared many meals with us and
I am sure that John was at your home many times while you lived in Cottonwood.
Erin we still talk about you when we bring up memories of Lange's Café. Know that
we are thinking about all of you at this difficult time.
Ellen and John Lenz
Cottonwood.

Ellen Lenz - October 19, 2018 at 05:12 PM

“

What we'll always remember (and admire) about Dick were the great photographs he
took and his ability to carry on a conversation with just about anyone. Dick liked to
talk (just like Marcia) and he had a great sense of humor. He will be missed by his
family and friends. Our heartfelt sympathy to Marcia, Erin, and Eric at this very sad
time.
Love, Sherry & Steve

Sherry & Steve Rossiter - October 19, 2018 at 12:51 PM

“

Dear Marcia,
Our heart goes out to you with the loss of Dick, but we know our Lord carried him to
eternity in heaven. We think he is smiling that Dick smile saying " I am home, don't
worry about me, I dearly miss you, but we will see each other again."
Lots of memories of Dick swimming and water skiing at the Hanson cabin. Card
playing, fishing and up for anything. Also all the beautiful pictures he took. He had an
eye for just the right shot! So talented.
You were the very best caregiver that Dick could ever have. Hugs and prayers
surrounding you, Marcia.
Love you! Bob and Connie

Bob & Connie Hanyzewski - October 18, 2018 at 09:54 PM

“
“

I love and miss you, so much!!!!! Marcia (the redhead)
Marcia Johnson - November 01, 2018 at 06:32 PM

Our favorite swede has left the planet.....we thank you for being such a wonderful friend to
all of us thru the years, dick.....still have my michaels communion photo to remind me of
him....you did a great job....we will miss you and love you always...Sharon, bob, Jim, Marcy,
Joel/Matt and families....prayers to Marcia Erin and Eric.
sharon oothoudt - November 04, 2018 at 01:38 PM

“

Marcia and Family,
Our prayers go out to you on the loss of Dick, he was such a fun loving guy!! He will be
missed by many!!!!!
Hugs,
Donna and Bill Luckemeyer
Donna Luckemeyer - November 05, 2018 at 04:35 PM

