Rick Anthony Johnson
June 21, 1950 - June 30, 2014

BALATON - Services for Rick A. Johnson, 64, of rural Balaton will be at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday at Living Word Lutheran Church. Visitation will be one hour prior to the service.
The Hamilton Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.
He died Monday, June 30, 2014, at Sanford Medical Center in Sioux Falls, S.D. Rick
Anthony Johnson was born June 21, 1950, in Sioux Falls, S.D., to Rodney and Berneta
(Block) Johnson. He was baptized at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Hills and confirmed at
Grace Lutheran Church in Russell. He graduated from the Russell High School in 1968.
On Oct. 25, 1975, Rick was united in marriage to Marilyn Skolberg. To this union, two
children were born, namely, Ryan and Sara. As a licensed plumber and pipefitter, Rick
owned his own plumbing and heating business. He was also engaged in farming and
worked for Bisbee Plumbing and Heating for a number of years. At the time of his death,
Rick was employed by the city of Marshall as a building inspector. Owning and operating
Red Line Custom, a gunsmithing business, he worked with his passion, which surrounded
shooting sports. Rick was very talented and creative, kind and caring. His love for family,
nature, sharing time with friends, being involved in shooting sports, enjoying watching car
races and his bond with his Heeler dogs will always be remembered. Every day was a
good day by Rick's standards.
Rick was a lifetime member of the National Rifle Association and the United States
Practical Shooting Association. As a certified firearms training instructor, he mentored
youth to safely enjoy shooting sports.
Those who will dearly miss him are his wife, Marilyn of Balaton; son, Ryan (and Katie) of
South Sioux City, Neb.; daughter, Sara (and special friend Matthew VanBuskirk) of
Balaton; mother, Berneta of Ethel, Wash.; four grandchildren, Courtney, Jena, Tegan and
Zoi Johnson; brother, Joel (and Sue) of Ethel, Wash.; sisters, Peggy (and Dennis)
Schenck of Prior Lake and Kathy (and Daryl) Neels of Russell; brother-in-law, Raymond
Skolberg of Brownton and many other relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his father, Rodney and brother-in-law, Ted Skolberg.
Blessed be the memory of Rick A. Johnson

Comments

“

So sorry for your loss. Both Mom & Dad had nothing but good things to say and am
so sorry I didn't get the chance to meet him. God Bless and sending prayers for all.

Christina Frazier - July 09, 2014 at 02:23 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. My prayers and thoughts are with you.

Deanna Larson - July 07, 2014 at 05:40 PM

“

Dear friend Bee, I share your sorrowH in the loss of your son, Rick. I always thought
it was special that our children Kim, Flossie and Susan claimed a classmate from
your family, Rick, Joel, Kathy, though none for Peggy. My deepest sympathy to all of
you. Melva Henspeter

Melva Henspeter - July 07, 2014 at 03:50 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies. Dawn and I were talking just the other day about cousins
and the things we used to do growing up and how we sadly have lost touch. I have
always looked fondly on Rick as my big cousin who was like my big brother. He was
always showing me things and was patient and kind to his little cousin.

Gene Block - July 05, 2014 at 11:36 AM

“

Just heard about Rick's passing. We are sorry to hear this. Will try to come. You are
in our thoughts and prayers.

Jerre Block Wiertzema - July 05, 2014 at 11:18 AM

“

You are all in our thoughts. I wish I could take away the pain you are all going
through. Take care and if there is anything I can do please let me know. Michael
Beazley (ATA - Instructor), Jennifer Beazley, Madison Beazley and Jenna Beazley.

Michael J. Beazley - July 05, 2014 at 10:46 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all family and friends who love and care about Rick. I hold
you all in my prayers. Rick was always such a kind, caring, and gentle classmate.
Celebrate his life, hold on to your memories and know that he is now in God's loving
hands. There are no words to take away your pain, but I care.

Cathy (Stanton) Besse - July 03, 2014 at 11:11 PM

“

Another great man from Russell has passed on. Rick will be sorely missed by family
and friends. I remember his gently smile and quiet way about him. May God's
presence, comfort and consolation surround you always.

Diane Gravley - July 03, 2014 at 08:19 AM

