Robert William Manke
January 2, 1923 - July 23, 2009

Robert Manke, age 86, longtime resident and civil leader of Marshall, passed away
peacefully at Avera Marshall Regional Medical Center on Thursday, July 23, 2009. Funeral
services are scheduled for 11:00 A.M. Monday, July 27, 2009 at St. Stephen Lutheran
Church in Marshall. Burial will be in the Tracy City Cemetery. Visitation will be held on
Sunday, July 26, from 5 – 7 P.M. with a 7:00 prayer service at the Hamilton Funeral Home
in Marshall. Visitation will continue one hour prior to the service on Monday, at the church.
Bob’s life was filled with faith, family, friends, and service to his community. Robert William
Manke was born on January 2, 1923 in Tracy, Minnesota and was the only son of William
and Bertha Manke. After graduating from Tracy High School, he served his country in the
US Army. He landed on Omaha beach, saw action during the Battle of the Bulge, and in
all five major military campaigns across Europe. He was a recipient of the Purple Heart.
As a member of the Tracy Army National Guard, he was also called to service during the
Korean Conflict.
After WWII, Bob returned to Tracy and married his high school sweetheart, Delores
Nelson. In their 63 years together, they worked tirelessly to build their family and their
careers. In 1951, Bob and Delores moved to Marshall where Bob began his 41 year
career at Olson and Lowe Men’s Clothing as a suit salesman. It was during this time that
he served as president of the Marshall Country Club and as Chairman of the HUD
Housing Authority that was instrumental in the building of the Parkview Apartments in
Marshall. He had the distinct honor of serving as the President of two local churches; First
English Lutheran and St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Bob was also a Sunday school
teacher and Boy Scout leader.
Bob’s greatest joy came from his family and friends. Delores was his best friend and the
love of his life. He was the patriarch and spiritual leader to all of his children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. He followed all of their activities and always offered words of
wisdom and support. Bob and Delores attended countless football, baseball, basketball,
tennis, and soccer games and saw to it that all of their children and grandchildren received
college degrees. His contagious smile and witty sense of humor brightened the days of
friends, co-workers, customers, and colleagues. Bob was an avid sportsman. In his 30’s
and 40’s, golf was his passion. However, in 1973 after an accident confined him to a

wheelchair, he stayed active in trap-shooting, woodworking, and fishing with friends.
He is survived by his wife, Delores of Marshall; children, Merrilee (and John) Eberhart of
Pine City, Robert P. (and Ginny) Manke of Sioux Falls, SD, Rick (and Shan) Manke of
Detroit Lakes, and David (and Jo Ann) Manke of Eagan; sisters, Mildred Otto of Walnut
Grove and Marjorie Peterson of Tracy; and many other relatives and friends.
His legacy lives on in his 10 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. The grandchildren
are Becky (Eberhart) Boland, Angie Eberhart and Carrie (Eberhart) Sell; Will Manke,
David Manke, and Erik Manke; Ryan Manke, Reed Manke, and Rory Manke and Melissa
(Manke) Fimbres. His great-grandchildren are Brianna, Bryce, Brendan, and Brooke
Boland; Parker, Addie and Ella Sell; Jacob and Noah Manke and Easton Manke.
He was preceded in death by his parents, William and Bertha Manke. Please designate
memorials to the Disabled American Veterans or the St. Stephen Lutheran Church in
Marshall.
Blessed be the memory of Robert Manke.

Comments

“

Dearest Manke Family, I am so sorry to hear about Bob. You have all our sympathy.
He will always be missed.
It was always wonderful growing up as your backyard neighbor and seeing him in the
garden or practicing his golf. You are in our thoughts and prayers.

Exine W. Ness - July 30, 2009 at 02:45 PM

“

Mrs. Manke, Bob, Ginny and family - I am so sorry to hear about Mr. Manke's death.
Although a long time ago, growing up across the street from your family, I was
always so impressed with his spirit. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Laurie Anderson - July 28, 2009 at 01:23 AM

“

We met Bob for the first time at David and Angie's (my daughter) wedding.
As we met the family and listened to the stories of the past last night, Bob lives on.
He left his example of a well lived life for his children and grandchildren and all of the
people he touched. Now it is our turn to pass his light forward... the passing of the
touch you might say. He was a good man and treated everyone he met with respect
and dignity. It was very evident in the room last night.

Barbara Storey - July 27, 2009 at 08:16 AM

“

Dear Manke family- I used to stop in Olson and Lowe just for the fun of it. With my
buddy Wade Moran, Ed Marcotte and Bob working, it was always good fun. I can
remember bringing ducks I had taken in South Dakota and dropping them off at the
Manke's when I'd come back at Thanksgiving. I always enjoyed the visit. I miss the
good times.
Dan Doyscher

Dan Doyscher - July 27, 2009 at 07:34 AM

“

To Delores and Family,
My condolences go out to you and your family. Bob was a great friend of my
Grandpa, Julius Locy. Whenever we were down to visit it was always such a joy to
visit with Bob. Grandpa Locy thought the world of him. Bob had such a kind heart
and always greeted me with a big hug and a smile. He was a wonderful person. Now
he can have coffee with My Grandpa again and visit about the Gophers.
My Deepest Sympathy, Kari Ealy

Kari Ealy - July 26, 2009 at 01:38 PM

“

Dolores, Just wanted you to know you are in our thoughts and prayers..Bet Bob is
having a cup of coffee with Dad now...Thinking of you...Sandie Locy Augedahl

Sandie (Locy) Augedahl - July 26, 2009 at 11:40 AM

“

I'm glad Uncle Bob could travel to our family gathering Sunday. Memories of his
courage, strength and good humor will always stay with me. God bless you Aunt
Dolly, cousins Merrilee, Bob, Rick, David and your fine families.

Richard Olson - July 25, 2009 at 09:54 PM

“

Bob was one of a kind. Always postive, upbeat, with a kind word for everyone
delivered with a twinkle in his eye. He will be greatly missed by many. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the family during this difficult time. May he rest in peace.

Ron & Barb Labat - July 25, 2009 at 07:00 PM

“

It was my great privilege to know the Manke family. My life was forever changed to
be in Bob and Delores presence. Reading the obituary made me realize that I knew
all the family members, almost all by name. That's because Bob treated me like
family too. I will miss you, Dear Friend - Boots (Cabin # 9)

William G Boots - July 25, 2009 at 05:23 PM

“

Aunt Dolly, Merrilee, Bob, Rick,David and families -- My prayers are with you. Uncle
Bob is a wonderful part of my growing up memories -- and our family times together
with all of you. Even though I will still be in California on Monday, my thoughts will be
with you. I wish I could be there to celebrate his life well-lived with you all. Love,
Kristin

Kristin Peterson Kaiser - July 25, 2009 at 10:51 AM

“

My condolences. It was a pleasure to share so many experiences with Bob and the
Manke family. I will always remember the pride and joy Bob exhibited when he shook
my hand after Rick was named to the All State basketball team in 1970. It was my
privilege to coach and teach all of Bob and Delores' children. Lowell

Lowell Ziemann - July 25, 2009 at 10:41 AM

“

Mrs. Manke and family, Please accept my deepest sympathy for the loss of your
husband, father and grandfather. He was a very special man - a man I remember
from my childhood as always having a smile for everyone. Growing up at Legion
Field watching my brothers play baseball - Mr. Manke was always there and always
had time for us "little kids". Sincerely, Ann Doyscher-Domres

Ann Doyscher-Domres - July 25, 2009 at 10:31 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Bob's passing. I have many happy memories of him at
family gatherings. I know I am better for having known him.
--Jim

Jim Kaiser - July 25, 2009 at 10:06 AM

“

Bob Lockwood - July 25, 2009 at 09:46 AM

“

Dear Mrs. manke & Family,
We were so sad to hear that Bob was in hospice earlier this week. Now today we see
the obituary online.
Bob's powerful legacy of a life well lived shines through in his obituary.
May God bless you and keep you during this time of loss.
- The Rob and Tammy Falconer Family

Rob & Tammy Falconer - July 25, 2009 at 07:18 AM

“

Bob, Ginny, Will, David, and Erik and family: My deepest sympathy in your loss this
week. I read something precious just this week - "Grief cannot be shared. Everyone
carries it alone. His own burden in his own way." Please treat yourself with great
tenderness during this time. Psalm 121:2 My help comes from the Lord. Sending a
long distant hug your way. Love, Denise

Denise (Fralick) Barber - July 24, 2009 at 08:14 PM

