Shawn Carter Ryan
September 25, 1962 - February 13, 2020

Shawn Carter Ryan was born September 25, 1962, in La Crosse, Wisconsin, to parents
George F. and Loretta R. (Larson) Ryan. Shawn grew up in Galesville, Wisconsin, and
after high school, he went on to serve the United States in the Army National Guard.
Shawn worked various jobs and, while working road construction, moved to Marshall and
Milroy, before settling in Tracy, Minnesota. He was primarily a crane operator, but also was
known as a Jack-of-all-trades. Shawn was proud of his country, his Irish heritage, and the
self-identified Mountain Man was a member of the Minnesota Trappers Association,
Pheasants Forever, and the National Rifle Association.
Shawn enjoyed welding, hunting, trapping, fishing, mud races, and tractor pulls. He was a
great storyteller, always quick to share if something were funny or of importance to him.
He always told it like it was and had a sense to give you just enough information yet leave
you wondering what else the mysterious guy had to say. He spent many hours working on
old cars, his Harleys, and growing his antique crane collection. Shawn was a fan of the
Green Bay Packers and free spirit who spent as much time outdoors as possible, often
finding solace in the Dakotas or his cabin in northern Minnesota.
Shawn died on February 13, 2020, in Tracy, Minnesota, at the age of 57 years, 4 months,
and 18 days. Blessed be his memory.
He is survived by his 3 children, Ross Ryan of Mankato, Rita (Devin) Gillette of Slayton,
Roxy (Peter) Zubay of Rochester; 3 grandchildren, Brayden Gilb, Evelyn Gillette, Baby
Gillette (due in May); mother, Loretta Ryan of Trempealeau, Wisconsin; brother, Robbie
(Aurora) Ryan of Brawley, California; sister, Jennifer (Dan) Henderson of Galesville,
Wisconsin; nieces, nephews, other relatives, and friends.
Shawn was preceded in death by his father, George Ryan.

Events
FEB
22

Memorial Gathering of Family and Friends04:00PM - 07:00PM
Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

FEB
22

Prayer Service

06:30PM

Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

Comments

“

Simply Lily was purchased for the family of Shawn Carter Ryan.

February 22 at 08:57 AM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Shawn Carter Ryan.

February 22 at 07:02 AM

“

Healing Tears - Lavender and White was purchased for the family of Shawn Carter
Ryan.

February 21 at 03:47 PM

“

Nancy&Ted and Brenda&Jerry purchased the European Sympathy Dish Garden for
the family of Shawn Carter Ryan.

Nancy&Ted and Brenda&Jerry - February 21 at 12:35 PM

“

John Jostad purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of
Shawn Carter Ryan.

John Jostad - February 21 at 09:46 AM

“

Shawn and I became friends in grade school and were constant companions from K
through 12th grade. I still remember the tree house and adventures we had as boys
at Decorah Peak and at my dad's farm in Galesville, WI. We played football together,
did some hunting, and we had some rowdy times as well - especially when we got
our cars. He had a White Bug along with a Black Chevy Nova SS and I a Plymouth
Gold Duster that we would run the ridges and coulees with. We were also in the
same National Guard Unit, 128th Mechanized Infantry, in Arcadia, WI. Shawn was a
good friend and had a good heart. Thank you Shawn for all the times we had, I will
always cherished our friendship. My deepest sympathy and prays for your family John Jostad

John Jostad - February 21 at 09:29 AM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Cheryl Lehnertz - February 20 at 09:26 PM

“

This is the last class reunion I saw Shawn at. We certainly had a good time, just like in high
school! He was a good man and a very proud father. He will not be forgotten. My deepest
sympathy to his family. Cheryl Gustafson-Lehnertz
Cheryl Lehnertz - February 20 at 09:36 PM

“

Classic Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Shawn Carter Ryan.

February 20 at 04:36 PM

“

Shawn and i became friends just after i moved to Galesville when i was 15. I always
admired him. At that age he knew about how to fix cars and i thought that was so
cool. Always drove a VW Bug. He was a good friend in high school. I also remember
hiking on Decorah bluff just behind his house with him. I have not seen him in Years.
Sounds like he had a good life. A good guy. My prayers to his family in these tough
times.

Ben Bockenhauer - February 20 at 11:52 AM

“

Sorry for your loss . Shawn will be missed. I meet him years ago as a friend from a
Trapper. Randy Pagenkopf Winthrop, Mn.

Randy Pagenkopf - February 19 at 08:17 PM

“

54 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hamilton Funeral Home - February 19 at 04:51 PM

“

I 1st met Shawn while working at Schwans then again when we became mud
racers...great guy...certainly will be missed by many!! My sincere sympathies to his
family and friends! Jill Person

Jill Person - February 19 at 10:19 AM

“

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White was purchased for the family of
Shawn Carter Ryan.

February 18 at 10:25 AM

“

Fields of Europe for Spring was purchased for the family of Shawn Carter Ryan.

February 16 at 10:28 AM

