Suzanne Flora Cravens
July 1, 1944 - May 6, 2019

Suzanne Cravens, age 74, of Cottonwood and formerly of Pine Island, Minnesota, died on
Monday, May 6, 2019, at the Prairie Home Hospice – McLaughlin House in Marshall,
Minnesota. Memorial Services are 2:00 p.m. Saturday, May 11, 2019, at the Hamilton
Funeral Home in Marshall, Minnesota. A reception will follow. Visitation will be held one
hour prior to the service, from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m., on Saturday, at the Hamilton Funeral
Home.
Suzanne Flora Netherton was born on July 1, 1944, to Clyde and Harriet (Flora)
Netherton, in Lafayette, Indiana. She grew up in a military household, moving often in her
childhood. In 1962 she graduated High School in Lompoc, California. She went on to
complete her bachelor’s degree from Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana.
On June 22, 1966, Suzanne was united in marriage to Larry Cravens in Chalmers,
Indiana. The couple made their home in West Lafayette for 11 years before moving to
Pine Island, Minnesota, where they would spend the next 38 years. They raised four
children: Carol, Caryn, David, and Dorothy. In 2015, Suzanne and Larry moved back to his
family farm in rural Cottonwood.
Suzanne was a deeply devoted mother and full-time home maker. She enjoyed teaching
in area schools as a substitute teacher, serving as a Sunday School teacher at Pine Island
United Methodist Church, and enriching her community as a pianist, accompanist and
piano teacher. She flourished as a retail saleswoman for 20 years at The Nordic Shop in
Rochester, MN. She was a member of the Minnesota League of Poets, having published
over 100 works including poems in the Rochester Post-Bulletin and Marshall Independent
newspapers as well as farm & ranch Living(TM) magazine.
Suzanne was an avid creator and supporter of many artistic endeavors. She gathered
inspiration from the beauty she saw and felt in everything, from the sound of the rain to the
faces of her grandchildren, or the breathtaking scenery of her well-traveled life. Her joyful
and supportive essence propelled countless projects including fundraising, independent

book publishing, fashion shows, dance programs and music concerts. Her life's work
involved traveling with her most cherished companion, the one she proudly referred to as
her "hero," her husband, Larry. Together, they visited family and friends, taking beautiful
pictures and collaborating on adventurous projects along the way.
Suzanne Cravens died on Monday, May 6, 2019. She reached the age of 74 years, 10
months, and 5 days. Blessed be her memory.
She is survived by loving husband of 52 years, Larry Cravens of rural Cottonwood; 4
children, Carol Rae (and Lonnie) Lamberson of Grand Forks, ND, Caryn (and Bob) Pron
of Mullica Hill, NJ, David (and Emily) Cravens of Aliso Viejo, CA, Dorothy (and Ed)
Johnson of Bloomington, MN; 11 grandchildren, James Lamberson, Patrick Lamberson,
Susan Lamberson, Anthony Pron, Andrew Pron, Isabel Cravens, Jackson Cravens,
Genevieve Cravens, Charlie Johnson, Max Johnson, Flora Johnson; brothers, David (and
Diana) Netherton of Folsum, CA, Paul (and Nancy) Netherton of Orlando, FL; brother-inlaw, Alan DeSerio of Concord, NC; nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
Preceding her in death were her parents, Clyde and Harriet Netherton, and sister, Jane
DeSerio.
In lieu of flowers, memorial preferred to Prairie Home Hospice in Marshall.
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Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

MAY
11

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Hamilton Funeral Home - May 07 at 08:44 PM

“

Larry and Family:
Very sorry to hear about this. Suzanne was a wonderful lady, super nice and a
beautiful spirit.
Ron and Sarah McCargar

Ronald McCargar - May 13 at 09:48 AM

“

Suzi and I lived together our sophomore year at Purdue and continued to be friends
as we finished college, married and had our first babies. I attempted to find her online
some ten years ago after seeing a young mom in an airport who seemed to have her
eyes, upturned nose and smile. I wanted to ask her if she might be Dorothy since she
appeared to be the right age, then talked myself out of it because I did not want to be
"creepy grandma." I've always been sorry that I didn't follow through. Suzi was my
life coach even though she was just a few days older than I. She always made me
feel like everything would turn out fine, even in the dark days. She just had that gift.
You all were so blessed to have her as a wife, mother and grandmother. Her pictures
show that she continued to be that same beautiful lady. For whatever reason I felt
compelled to try one more time this evening to find her again. We just missed each
other. Kay (Konzen) Schwerzler

Kay Schwerzler - May 12 at 10:08 PM

“

Thanks so much for the note. This is Dorothy (Suzanne’s daughter). I love hearing how
she’s touched so many lives. Yes, we were very very lucky to have her. :). Thanks for
reaching out again. Happy to connect via Facebook...look for Dorothy Cravens Johnson
Dorothy Johnson - May 13 at 10:12 PM

“

Suzi and I bonded because we went through our formative years together. I have
never admires someone so much. she will always be with me living in her poems.

Kathy Eisele - May 12 at 02:43 PM

“

Dear Dorothy and Family, I send condolences to you all. Suzanne, had a warmth and
brightness about her that was so welcoming. I'm so sorry she is no longer here. She
lives on in all of you. Thinking of you, Tyra Zuchowski

Tyra Zuchowski - May 10 at 10:57 PM

“

Paul and Nancy Netherton:
Suzy and I bonded while caring for
our Mothers final years.
Suzy was the "Dragon Lady" when
required to be and pleasant
"getter done" person during this time.
It was nice to have her there for the
duration of our Moms life.
Thanksgiving was always a fun time to
remember with her and the family.

Paul Netherton - May 10 at 01:04 PM

“

Suzanne would, once in a while, pop in at our Southeastern Minnesota Poets group
meetings in Rochester. She was always so positive and thoughtful, and her poetry
uplifting. We poets here have appreciated the gifts of her perspective as well as the
many times she published her work for all to share in the Post-Bulletin. Love to all of
you, her family and friends. She will be missed by many.

Susan McMillan - May 10 at 12:18 PM

“

To Suzanne Cravens’ family .
So sorry for your loss. Like lots of small towns it is hard to get to know peopIe I
enjoyed her poetry in the local paper the News Record. I feel sad for not getting to
know her.
Our daughter Dana Schrantz Sohm was in the same graduation class as Carol . She
and Steve have three daughters and live in the cities. You are in our thoughts. Donna
& Dave Schrantz

Donna Schrantz - May 09 at 11:50 PM

“

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All Red was purchased for the family of Suzanne Flora
Cravens.

May 09 at 07:09 PM

“

Plants-A-Plenty was purchased for the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

May 09 at 06:33 PM

“

Larry & Family,
I'm very sorry to hear about Suzanne's passing. You and your family are in our
thoughts and prayers.
Rick & Barb Turner

Rick Turner - May 09 at 04:12 PM

“

Larry, I'm very sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your
entire family. May her memory be a blessing to you all.

Bruce Jawer - May 09 at 02:15 PM

“

The Fairfield Inn and Suites Staff & Management purchased the Lavender & White
Sympathy Floor Basket for the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

The Fairfield Inn and Suites Staff & Management - May 09 at 01:30 PM

“

Peaceful Wishes was purchased for the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

May 09 at 11:46 AM

“

With sympathy, Schwan's Food Service purchased the European Sympathy Dish
Garden for the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

With sympathy, Schwan's Food Service - May 09 at 11:37 AM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Suzanne Flora
Cravens.

May 09 at 11:31 AM

“

I too am an online friend. I so looked forward to Suzanne’s posts (especially her
poems). She radiated “heart” and was such a blessing to so many of us. My thoughts
are with her beloved family.

J Westman - May 08 at 11:16 PM

“

Yellow & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of Suzanne
Flora Cravens.

May 08 at 06:44 PM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

May 08 at 05:50 PM

“

on behalf of ARYZTA LLC. purchased the White Sympathy Standing Baskets for the
family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

on behalf of ARYZTA LLC. - May 08 at 04:45 PM

“

I am Linda Flora Lindsey a second cousin who lives in Indianapolis, IN. I remember
meeting Suzanne at David Flora's birthday party in the park at Monticello. My father
was Russell and brother George.
I remember Suzanne's mother and what a talented artist. I also paint and do china

painting.
Your mother was a wonderful person and I'm sorry for your loss.
Linda Lindsey - May 08 at 04:13 PM

“

“

Thank you so much for sharing this!
Dorothy (Cravens) Johnson - May 08 at 04:25 PM

Love, Bob, Caryn, Anthony, Andrew & Bo purchased the Blue & White Sympathy
Standing Basket for the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

Love, Bob, Caryn, Anthony, Andrew & Bo - May 08 at 02:06 PM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

May 08 at 01:33 PM

“

Matt, Kim, Jake & Josh purchased the Lavender & White Sympathy Floor Basket for
the family of Suzanne Flora Cravens.

Matt, Kim, Jake & Josh - May 08 at 09:03 AM

“

I never met Suzanne in person, but she was my friend and she-ro. Suzanne was an
icon in our online community, known for her warmth, wisdom, appreciation of others,
consistent positivity and loving support. I send my since condolences to her family
and closest friends. I also send my gratitude for Suzanne's generous, gracious
presence in the world. May her memory be a blessing to you all.

Melissa Honig - May 08 at 01:15 AM

“

I too am an online friend, we shared a private FB group, we were blessed to have her
share her journey with the community - she was always positive, kind, gentle &
uplifting... a true inspiration.
Stephanie
Nanaimo, BC, Canada

Stephanie Leach - May 08 at 12:27 AM

“

Suzanne was such a lovely person! I'm an online friend, and always looked forward
to seeing her positive, happy posts! Sending happy thoughts for peace and love!
Misti

Misting Koedam - May 07 at 11:55 PM

“

60 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hamilton Funeral Home - May 07 at 07:11 PM

“

From the Edstrom family! purchased the Lavender Dreams for the family of Suzanne
Flora Cravens.

From the Edstrom family! - May 07 at 04:31 PM

“

Dear Cravens family ...So sad to hear about Suzy’s passing ..her love of life n her
family will live on in all of you forever..her laughter n poetry will take you back to
happier times..she’ll be with you always Lorraine n Bob Pron

lorraine pron - May 07 at 03:41 PM

