Dr. William David Du Bois
April 28, 1948 - February 24, 2017

Dr. William Du Bois, age 68, of Russell, Minnesota, passed away on Friday, February 24,
2017 at the Avera Marshall Regional Medical Center. Funeral services are 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 1, 2017, at Hamilton Funeral Home in Marshall. Visitation will be held
from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 28, 2017, at the Hamilton Funeral Home in
Marshall. Visitation will continue one hour prior to the service, from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m., on
Wednesday again at the Hamilton Funeral Home. Interment will be at 9:00 a.m., Thursday,
March 2, 2017 in the I.O.O.F. Cemetery, Bloomfield, Iowa.
William David Du Bois was born on April 28, 1948 in Ottumwa, Iowa. He was raised in
Ottumwa by Edward and Barbara (Barker) Du Bois. He attended school in Ottumwa
through High School, graduating in 1966.
His thirst for education would never go away. He moved to many places while learning
and teaching. He studied at William Penn University, the University of Arkansas, Sonoma
State University, and ultimately, he earned his Doctorate in Sociology from Oklahoma
State University. He taught in some of his alma matters in addition to Drake University,
Iowa State, St. Cloud State, Mankato State, and South Dakota State University. Since
2005, Bill has been employed as a professor at Southwest Minnesota State University in
Marshall.
Bill was an effective activist and widely recognized organizer. He had a brilliant mind and
truly loved teaching others. His legacy can be seen in countless students who sat under
his direction. He also was a consultant for designing social spaces, such as bars, to
increase efficiency and improve business. Bill also worked with a small community in Iowa
to keep businesses alive during the 1980s farm crisis.
Bill passed away on Friday, February 24, 2017, at the Avera Marshall Regional Medical
center at the age of 68 years, 9 months, and 27 days.

Bill is survived by his significant other, Rita Tate of Sioux Falls, SD; sister, Kathy (Don)
Thompson of Ottumwa, IA; step-mother, Dicey Stater of California; nephews, nieces, other
relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Ed and Barbara Du Bois. Blessed be his
memory.

Events
FEB
28

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

MAR
1

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

MAR
1

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Hamilton Funeral Home
701 Jewett Street, Marshall, MN, US, 56258

Comments

“

I realize this is very late, however, I've just learned of Bill's passing as I tried
searching for him online. I was a student of his at William Penn in '92-'93 when I was
a Senior. Looking back, I learned more from him than I did from any other professor.
He helped me apply my knowledge, which proved beneficial. Nearly 25 years later,
I'm still in a career field that Bill helped me to succeed in. Thank you Bill!

David - August 09, 2017 at 01:53 PM

“

Met Bill in the seventies, at University of Arkansas. Enjoyed his friendship and his
open, honest way of being. Rest easy, Bill.
Thomas Hubbard

Thomas Hubbard - March 02, 2017 at 11:37 AM

“

Good morning. I'm honored to be standing in front of you all today and completely
humbled to be asked to speak. Bill was an inspiration to many, including myself, and
I hope to portray that side of him to you all today. For those of you who don’t know
me, My name is Kayla and I was a student of Bill’s from 2006-2010. I know Bill
impacted his students on a personal and academic level and stories will be shared
today that will sing these praises. It seemed Bill's true passion in life was rooting for
the underdog and he stood for social justice more feverishly than anyone I know. For
anyone that took many classes with Bill, or maybe even just one class, you could tell
he was a little quirky.."and stuff like that."
I was just a passing soul in Bill's world but he was a main character in my college
experience. I hail from a very conservative place, some of you may have heard of it.
We call it South Dakota. Naturally, I was in for a bit of a culture shock when I met Bill.
He exposed me to many real life and unfortunate truths of the world. The more he
lectured, the more I became enamored with speaking for those without a voice. I
wanted to use my knowledge and vigor to make changes in the world. Bill wanted to
right wrongs and improve social relationships locally and beyond. His teachings
shaped my life path. His stories of injustice, racism, sexism, and a troubled society
led me to become a mental health therapist. This job allows me to make a difference.
In the best circumstances, I can help turn turmoil into peace and even in the worst
circumstances, I can at least be a listening ear. All the knowledge he shared
expanded my heart to include more empathy and understanding. All of this personal
growth even lead me to be a better Christian. Bill gave me a fresh perspective on the
world and my own role in it. I too, now root for the underdog and am proud to say that
Bill played a part in all of this.
As you all know, Bill would be upset if someone didn’t mention JFK at his funeral so I
will give you a quote that relates to Bill and his impact on his many students over the
years. “A man may die, nations may rise and fall, but an idea lives on.” Bill was a
passionate, inspiring man who created many advocates in his time as a professor.
Let’s all continue to root for the underdog and keep his legacy alive. Pure, plain, and
simple.
Thank you and God Bless.
Kayla Levtzow

Kayla Levtzow - March 01, 2017 at 12:26 PM

“

Fields of Europe was purchased for the family of Dr. William David Du Bois.

February 27, 2017 at 04:02 PM

“

Rachael Bucholz lit a candle in memory of Dr. William David Du Bois

Rachael Bucholz - February 27, 2017 at 03:02 PM

“

"Pure, plain, and simple," some of Bill's most famous words. One of the smartest
men I ever got the pleasure of learning from. I was 36 weeks pregnant with my son
and I was going to miss his final due to being in the hospital. He asked me what day I
was actually going to be delivering and I told him April 28th. His next question was
what were my grades were on his other two tests and I told him. What he said next
blew me out of my seat, "what my grade was on my last two tests (they happened to
be the same) would be my final grade because my son was going to be born on his
birthday." Blessed be his memory.

Natasha Weikle - February 25, 2017 at 10:30 PM

“

He made learning fun in his classes. I certainly enjoyed all of his stories. His family is
in my thoughts and prayers.

Brittnee Michael - February 25, 2017 at 07:54 PM

“

Ann M Kopitzke and family purchased the Love's Embrace Roses – Red for the
family of Dr. William David Du Bois.

Ann M Kopitzke and family - February 25, 2017 at 07:05 PM

“

Bill knew what he wanted and never held back his opinion, even if he should. I will
miss him. BC

BC Franson - February 25, 2017 at 05:51 PM

“

Bill was such a great man who taught us how to use our pain and trials as fuel to change
our futures and to better this dysfunctional world.. Bill had a lot to give to society and he will
be missed dearly ...
Trish Behnke - February 25, 2017 at 06:40 PM

“

He had a penetrating intellect and a passion for helping others. The faculty and students of
SMSU will miss him greatly.
Rick Herder - February 27, 2017 at 10:57 AM

“
“

Rest in peace Bill. Your voice, intelligence, and spirit will be missed.
Jeff Kolnick - February 27, 2017 at 12:52 PM

I didn't always agree with Bill, but he gave me the confidence to know that it is absolutely
okay to disagree with someone, and still respect that person.
He also taught me that Jimmy Buffet wasn't really a great Romeo after all.
Rachael - February 27, 2017 at 02:54 PM

“

Bill was a warrior for social justice. We remember him for his compassion, and passion,
and intelligence which were a force to reckon with. May he rest in peace after all his labors
here on earth!
Jim - February 28, 2017 at 10:33 PM

“

It was a privilege to know Bill. He was truly one of a kind. I greatly admired his fierce
outspoken work to defend all that is good and just. The world is a better place because of
Bill's work.
Luanne Napton - March 06, 2017 at 10:10 AM

